Reducing energy costs for residents is the goal of the upcoming
referendum.
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to provide a referendum that will appear on a ballot in the March 20, 2012
General Primary Election for voters to
determine if the Village of Lombard
should have the authority to arrange
for the supply of electricity for its
residential and small commercial retail
customers with two opportunities for
consumers to opt-out of the program.
Since the State of Illinois deregulated the electricity market in 2007, Commonwealth Edison no longer supplies
electricity. Instead, ComEd distributes
the electricity through its infrastructure from power that is generated from
outside suppliers. According to the
Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC),
approximately 80% of the commercial
market took advantage of the deregulation to lower their costs and switched
their electric supplier. Lombard’s Finance Director, Tim Sexton, explained
that the State of Illinois amended the
legislation in January 2010 to allow
municipalities to move all residential
and small business accounts to alternative electric suppliers, if approved
by referendum. The ICC reports more
than 20 Illinois municipalities are currently pursuing electric aggregation
and more than 40 additional municipalities are expected to pursue a referendum in March. “Recent reports show
that the communities participating in
(Continued on page 11)
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The Village and the Lombard Public Facilities Corporation (LPFC) are
continuing in their efforts to work on
the financing relative to the Westin
Lombard Yorktown Hotel and Convention Center.
If there is a shortfall for the debt
service payments that are due on January 1, 2012, then the LPFC will request
that the Village appropriate money to
cover the shortfall. At that time, the
Village Board will make the decision
whether or not to make this appropriation. This structure offers the Village
Board the opportunity, but does not require the Village, to make the payment
for a shortfall.
If the Board of Trustees is requested
to appropriate the funding, the following options are available:
1) The Village Board can opt to make
the payment relative to the debt payment shortfall; or
2) The Village Board can opt not to
pay the debt until the back-up reserves
are utilized.
There is still more than $9.5 million
available in reserves for the “A” bonds,
and more than $2.9 million in reserves
for the “B” bonds. Based on the study
that was done as part of the tender offer
the Village issued last year, it is anticipated that these reserves are sufficient
to cover shortfalls until 2014 on the
“A” bonds and 2013 on the “B” bonds.
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Hotel Update

t h e

The Village is moving forward on a
proposition to assist residents in reducing energy costs through an electrical aggregation program that would
authorize the Village to negotiate with
electricity providers for lower rates.
Residents will have a chance to vote on
this referendum being posed to Lombard voters in the March election.
A resolution was passed at the
October 20 Board of Trustees meeting
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Referendum Posed To Residents
To Reduce Energy Costs
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“The Mission of the Village of
Lombard is to provide superior and
responsive governmental services
to the people of Lombard.”

The PRIDE
The Lombard PRIDE is the
official newsletter of the Village
of Lombard. It is also a joint
publication with the Helen Plum
Library and the Lombard Historical
Museums. Personnel from the
respective governing bodies are
responsible for the content of their
sections. The views expressed
by the Library and the Historical
Museums are not necessarily
those expressed by the Village.
Correspondence can be addressed
to any of the groups at the following
addresses:
Village: 255 E. Wilson Ave.
Library: 110 W. Maple St.
Historical Museums: 23 W. Maple
355 E. Parkside
The PRIDE is published
six times per year: February,
April, June, August, October
& December.
Joelyn Kott, Editor

2

Dear Residents,
As the beautiful colors of the fall season disappear, I am reminded of how much Eileen and
I enjoy the change of seasons we experience
each year in the Midwest. Each one brings its
own beauty and community activities to our
Village. Although, I must say as we get older,
we look less and less forward to the cold and snow of the winter weather.
However, to help the winter pass, we continue to enjoy our community activities and look forward to the beauty of spring.
Come and enjoy the annual Jingle Bell Jubilee in downtown on December
3 beginning with the Glenn Westlake Middle School Festival Choir, under the
direction of Mrs. Meghan Pierson, at 4:30 p.m. and the lighting of the Christmas tree and arrival of Santa on the fire truck, at 5:15 p.m., followed by the
lighting of Lilacia Park with Santa and the Puffer Belly train rides at 6 p.m.
The annual Candlelight Christmas Tour will be held in the Victorian Cottage
Museum from 6-8 p.m. and programs at the Helen M. Memorial Library, plus
a sing a long of Christmas songs at the Maple Street Chapel all make for a
joyful beginning of the Christmas season in downtown Lombard. All events
are in walking distance for your enjoyment.
“It’s not about receiving recognition, it’s about what the recognition represents.” The Sierra Club recently recognized the Village of Lombard with the
“Cool Cities Award” for completing the 4th Cool Cities milestone by taking
action on its sustainability commitment on the environment.
Community development doesn’t just happen. Having a business development plan and being in the right place at the right time with the focus on
our comprehensive plan is helpful to the success of our continued retail and
commercial development. Lombard was recently recognized by the Illinois
Chapter of the American Planning Association for its Downtown Plan.
Lombard loves its seniors. Once again our annual Senior Fair was a huge
success. A special thanks to Secretary of State Jessie White who stopped by
to visit with our seniors. Congratulations to our “Seniors of the Year,” Margo
Fruehe and Marlyn Meyer.
According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), over the
past 50 years, the U.S. population has doubled in size and its thirst for water
has tripled in spite of the continued use of bottled drinking water. Water usage in the next 25 years is expected to increase another 50 percent. With at
least 36 states now facing water shortages by 2013, the conservation of water
is more important than ever for municipalities nationwide. It’s never been
more important for communities and its residents to look for ways to do more
with fewer resources. Are you doing your part?
The next community blood drive will be held on January 11, 2012. Thanks
for your support during the past year. Please call Carol Bauer at (630)
620-5712 to schedule your appointment or e-mail her at bauerc@villageoflombard.org.
(Continued on page 3)
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Subject Of Term Limits To Be Put To Vote
The Village Board has been discussing the subject of term limits for
several months. The issue suggests
that elected officials will not be
able to run for an unlimited number
of terms but rather a limit of three
consecutive four year terms in the
same office.
A proposition to limit the terms
of office for elected officials will
be put to the voters next November
with a referendum question. That
question asks:
“Shall the terms of office for those
persons elected to the offices of
Village President, Village Clerk or

What’s Happening With
Local Water Rates?
Due to water rate increases
recently announced by the City of
Chicago, the DuPage Water Commission has proposed an increase to
the rate for operation and maintenance costs.
Since the Village receives its
water through the DuPage Water
Commission, these projected costs
will affect the price of water for Village residents.
The increases in costs are
as projected below:
Current rate: $2.04/1,000 gallons
2012 $2.73/1,000 gallons
2013 $3.32/1,000 gallons
2014 $3.97/1,000 gallons
2015 $4.68/1,000 gallons
At this time, the Village has no
specific information about what the
increase in water rates might actually be, until Chicago and the DuPage
Water Commission formally approve the increases. Updated information as it becomes available will
be posted on the Village website.

December 2011/January 2012

Trustee in the Village of Lombard,
at the April 9, 2013 consolidated
election and at each election for
any of said offices thereafter, be
limited such that no person so
elected may serve more than three
(3) consecutive full four (4) year
terms in the same office?”
The question will be posed on the
general election ballot of November
2012 and if passed, will affect the
next Village election in April 2013.
Please refer to the Village web-

site where more updated information will be posted as it becomes
available.
If term
limits are
approved
by voters,
they will
take affect
with the
next Village election in April 2013.

Village President’s Message
(Continued from page 2)
“Shop Lombard--Help our businesses grow in a challenging economy.” As
the holiday season nears, once again I am asking our residents to “Shop Lombard.” It’s an important message as we try to promote and support our local
business community and educate our residents about the value of shopping
locally and returning the sales tax dollars to Lombard to help pay for Village
services including fire and police protection. It also creates a sense of loyalty
for Lombard businesses.
This past year has been a challenging one for each of us. Christmas is the
“Season of Giving.” Please remember your family, neighbors and the poor or
anywhere help is needed in our community. In addition, join us in supporting
the Lombard Food Pantry and PADS by donating food, such as soup, cereal, canned veggies or food gift cards and winter items such as hats, gloves,
mittens and scarves for both adults and children during our “Warm Hands,
Warm Hearts” food and warm clothing drive during the month of December.
Your donations can be dropped off at the Village Hall during regular business
hours.
Your Village Board has passed the Lombard Transparency Policy in an effort to provide to our residents transparency in government.The policy is the
strongest in the state according to Brian Costin, Director of Outreach for the
Illinois Policy Institute and provides openness in Village government.
Remember to celebrate the holidays safely--drive sober or get pulled over.
On behalf of the Lombard Village Board and staff we wish you and yours a
very Merry Christmas and Health and Happiness in the New Year.
Sincerely, With Lombard Pride,
William “Bill” J. Mueller
Lombard Village President
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This fall, the
Village erected two
bronze plaques
recognizing historic structures at
205 S. Main Street
and 125 E. Washington.
The Dairy Queen sign at 205 S.
Main Street was named as a historic
sign in 2000. The sign dates back
to the mid-1950s and is an increasingly rare example of the company’s
original logo. This iconic neon sign,
with its curl-topped soft serve cone,
was the company’s identifier from
when the first Dairy Queen opened
in Joliet in 1940 until the late 1950s.
The single-family home at 125
East Washington Boulevard, often
referred to as the “hidden house”
because it cannot be seen from the
street, was named as a Local Landmark in 2010. The home was built

in 1911-1915 by Samuel J.
Lumbard, an attorney, developer, and 1905 Village
President. (Samuel Lumbard
was not related to Josiah
Lombard, the Chicago realtor for whom the Village was
named.) The “hidden house”
has the architectural style of a Tudor
home and has retained a high level
of architectural integrity over the
past 96 years.
The Village’s other Local Landmark is the Sheldon Peck Homestead at 355 E. Parkside, which
was given landmark status in 2007.

The Historical Commission has the
authority to recommend the designation of landmark sites or districts
having a special historical or community interest or value. These sites
are designated based on their character, interest, or value as part of the
development, heritage, or cultural
characteristics of the Village, as well
as their architectural significance
(for buildings at least 50 years old)
and/or potential archaeological importance.
Property owners may request
landmark designation out of Lombard Pride, to solicit the advice of
the Historical Commission on proposed additions and renovations, or
to become eligible for a tax assessment freeze program operated by the
State of Illinois.
Two local landmarks were
recently recognized by the Lombard Historical Commission, the
Lombard Dairy Queen for its
historic sign (above) and the “hidden home” (left) located at 125 E.
Washington, built in 1911-1915.
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Village Snow Plan in Place, Ready to Go
The Village attempts to get as
much warning as possible on approaching snow storms. The plan
is to begin plowing streets once the
first inch of snow has accumulated.
Depending on the type of snowfall,
the Village is prepared to complete
snow plowing within 12 hours after
the snow stops falling for a snowfall
under eight inches.
Please bear in mind that heavier
snows take longer to clear and often
times a storm event begins at rush
hour, which causes delays for both
the snow removal and traffic. It’s
important for residents to understand
this process and be patient during
snowstorms. During larger storms,
updates are provided on the Village
website, www.villageoflombard.org.
The depositing of snow from
private property onto the streets or
the stacking of snow from private
property on the parkway adjacent to
the street is strictly prohibited (see
Village Traffic Code, Section 10-1416.) Such action is also prohibited
for commercial/institutional properties per 625 ILCS 5/9-130 (Illinois
State Compiled Statutes.) Also,
the Village would like to remind
residents not to place garbage and/
or recycling cans on the roadway,
especially during snow events.
The following are some commonly asked questions regarding
snowfall:

What is the Village
spraying onto some of
the roads?

The Village is spraying a “deicing” mixture in anticipation of a
storm on bridges, hills and, when
time permits, on busier streets in
order to prevent ice and snow from
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bonding onto the pavement. This
treatment helps with driving safety
and assists with snow removal from
the pavement. It also helps the Village get a jump on storm response
and reduces overtime costs.

Why does the Village
spread salt on the
streets?

Salt application begins when
precipitation (snow or ice) starts to
accumulate and causes unsafe travel
conditions. To completely salt the
Village streets takes approximately
five hours. Public Works uses rock
salt as the initial response for winter
precipitation. A brine mix including
liquid calcium chloride is used as a
pre-wetting agent to accelerate the
effectiveness of the rock salt. The
amount of salt used is determined by
total accumulation, temperature and
traffic conditions. Vehicle traffic

aids the melting action and helps minimize the amount
of salt needed. The Village uses an
average of 3,000 tons of rock salt
and 12,600 gallons of liquid calcium
chloride per season.

Which streets are
cleared first?

The Village has an established
priority plowing system with specific goals in mind for clearing the 133
miles of street in the Village. These
priorities are as follows:
1. Maintain accessibility to all
streets in the Village for emergency
vehicles.
2. Maintain priority street drivability for the general public.
3. Maintain minor street drivability
for residents.
4. Provide normal driving conditions for all priority streets.
(Continued on page 9)

The GREENScene
A statewide electronics landfill
ban will go into effect January 1,
2012. This means that with the start
of the New Year, electronic items
will not be able to be disposed as
trash. Rather, they must be recycled
by a registered collector, recycler
and/or manufacturer.
The following electronic items
are included in the ban: computers,
monitors, printers, laptops, televisions, keyboards, fax machines,
recorders, mp3 players, video
consoles, DVD players, computer
mouse, scanners, digital converter
box, cable receivers, satellite receivers, DVRs or small-scale servers.
DuPage County has created a brochure that is available at the Village

Hall and
provides
additional
information at
www.dupageco.org/recycling.
Electronics items are accepted at
no cost at public and private locations throughout the County, including two businesses in Lombard,
during regular business hours.
To assist residents, the Village is
planning to offer a monthly Saturday morning electronics recycling
event starting in the Spring of 2012
in addition to the annual Recycling
Extravaganza each September.
Check the Village website for info.
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Planning A
Move?

Before you move, be sure to
notify the Village concerning your
water/sewer account. Give ample
notice for a final reading; a week
is preferred. New owners should
contact water billing 2 - 4 days prior
to possession to avoid disconnection
of service.
Questions? Contact the Water
Billing Division at (630) 620-5920
or TDD (630) 620-5811. If you
should reach our voice mail during
busy times or after hours, please
leave a message with the moving
date and forwarding address information.

Security Alarm
Licensing Guidelines
All security alarm systems
within the Village of Lombard
require alarm permits. These permits are valid from September 1 to
August 31 each year. Annual fees
are $30 for residential alarm permits
and $50 for business alarm permits.
After March 1, fees are pro-rated to
$15 for new residential alarm permits and $25 for new business alarm
permits.
For questions, please call the
Business Administrator at
(630) 620-5913.

Vehicle Sticker
Guidelines

• Vehicle stickers are valid through
April 30 each year.
• New residents or owners of new
vehicles have 45 days after moving in or acquiring a new vehicle to
purchase stickers.
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• Failure to display a current vehicle
sticker incurs a fine of $50.
• Vehicle stickers are required for
all vehicles that are registered to a
Lombard address but housed in a
college town.
• A late fee will apply after April 30
each year.

Special Lot A North
Broadway Avenue
Municipal Lot

The Village offers residential parking in Special Lot A off of North
Broadway Avenue just east of Grace
Street on a semi-annual basis. Permits are valid from January-June
and July-December. The cost of a
permit for six months is $40. For
less than the six month period, permit cost will be pro-rated at $6.75
per month.
Parking in this lot is enforced by
the Lombard Police Department.
Vehicles that do not display a current parking permit will be ticketed.
If interested in purchasing a Special Lot A parking permit, please
visit the Village Hall during normal
business hours: Monday 8:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m.; Tuesday through Friday
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. If there are
additional questions, please feel free
to contact our Customer Service
Representatives at (630) 620-5700.

Commuter Parking Lots

Commuter parking spaces are
available at several locations in
the Village of Lombard. Regular
commuters may purchase quarterly
parking permits on a first come, first
served basis. The cost is $75 per
quarter for permits to park near the
Lombard Metra station in the lots on
St. Charles Road east of Main Street

www.villageoflombard.org
or between Park and Elizabeth south
of St. Charles Road. Persons wishing to purchase a permit for the first
time for either of these permit parking lots should contact the Village
for availability information. Commuter parking permits are renewable
by mail before the start of a new
quarter.
For both regular commuters
and occasional commuters, daily
fee parking spaces are available in
several locations near the Lombard
Metra station. Many of these spaces
are located on Parkside Drive, both
east and west of Main Street. Other
daily parking lots include the Hammerschmidt commuter parking lot
on St. Charles Road
For Lombard residents-only,
the Village offers quarterly parking
permits for the commuter lot at 101
S. Main Street, the parking stalls
along East Parkside Avenue east of
Charlotte Street, and the south lot
on West Maple Street to the west of
the Historical Museum. The cost of
the quarterly permit is $75. Persons
wishing to purchase a permit for
the first time for any of these permit parking lots should contact the
Village for availability. In addition,
there are 40 daily fee spaces available only to residents of Lombard in
the 101 S. Main Street lot at a cost
of $1.25 per day. Please note that to
be eligible to purchase permits for
these parking areas or use the daily
fee spaces in the 101 S. Main St. lot,
you must be a resident of incorporated Lombard and you must have
current Village of Lombard vehicle
stickers on all vehicles that may be
parked in the lot.
For more information on commuter parking lots, visit our web site
at www.villageoflombard.org

The Pride
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Don’t Trash Your Trees!

During the weeks of January 2,
2012 and January 13, 2012, live
Christmas trees and wreaths will be
picked up for recycling by Waste
Management on the regular garbage
collection day.
Trees should be free from all
ornaments, tinsel, etc. and should be
left at the curb. Anyone with questions can contact the Public Works
Department at (630) 620-5740 or
Waste Management, Inc. at
1-800-796-9696.

New Businesses Water
Bill/Vehicle Sticker
Payments

You may have noticed that the
drop box
that is
located
in the
parking
lot, next
to the
mailbox
has been
replaced.
In an
effort to
cut costs and reduce waste, envelopes will not be available at the
drop box. Please use the envelope
that is provided with your water bill,
or any generic envelope you may
have at home.
Please note: If you have arranged to have your water bill paid
automatically through your bank,
please be aware that the post office
box number has changed. Please
direct the payments to:
VILLAGE OF LOMBARD
PO BOX 66189
CHICAGO,IL 60666-0189.

December 2011/January 2012

The PO Box previously used in
Chicago, (PO Box 6507) has been
closed and your payment will automatically be returned if you don’t
make this change.

Volunteers Needed!

Display your Lombard Pride and
volunteer at the 2012 Lombard Lilac
Parade!
The Lombard Lilac Parade
Committee is looking for Lombard
families or organizations to “adopt”
a banner to carry in the Parade. For
more information, call the Lilac
Line at (630) 415-2079 or email
LilacParade@yahoo.com.
The Lilac Parade Committee is
also looking for volunteers to help
us organize and execute the 2012 Lilac Parade on Sunday, May 20. This
year’s Parade Theme is “American
Milestones”. Organizational Committee meetings are held on the 2nd
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. at
the COP Center in Yorktown (32
Yorktown, Convenience Center).
Additional volunteers are also needed on Parade day to help execute
the Parade. For further information,
please contact us on the Lilac Line
at (630) 415-2079 or via email at
LilacParade@yahoo.com.

No Solicitors, Please

Residents may post a “No Peddlers/Solicitors Allowed on Premises” seal on their front door. Seals
are available at the Village Hall for
$.50. It is a violation of Lombard
ordinance if peddlers or solicitors
fail to leave at your request.

Welcome New
Businesses

The Village of Lombard would

like to welcome
the following new
businesses to our
community:
• American Family Services
330 E. Roosevelt Road, Suite 140
Office
• Attorney’s Title Guaranty Fund
1 E. 22nd Street, Suite 220
Office
• Basheer Hair Salon Style
728 S. Main Street
Barber Shop
• Foulkes Vision Institute
477 E. Butterfield Road, Suite 101
Outpatient Medical Office
• French Quarter New Orleans
44 Yorktown Convenience Center
Restaurant
• Illinois College of Nursing
55 W. 22nd Street, Suite 200
Trade School
• Kumon Math-Reading Success
533 E. Roosevelt Road
Learning Center
• Precision Blue
30 Eisenhower Lane North
Printing
• ScatterBrained
301 S. Westmore
Art Gallery & Variety Shop
• Tamarind Fusion Halal
837 S. Westmore, B-15
Restaurant
• Wolfy’s
300 W. Roosevelt Road
Restaurant

Check Us Out Online!

Take a look at the Village of
Lombard’s newly-designed website. Scan our QR code with your
smart phone and let
us know what you
think.
While you’re
there, don’t forget
to “like” us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. 7

www.villageoflombard.org

Lombard Planners Updating Comp Plan
The Village of Lombard’s Community Development Department is
undertaking an update to the Village’s Comprehensive Plan, which
was adopted in 1998.
Since that time, the Plan has
been updated on a regular basis to
accommodate land use changes and
new developments, in-depth area
studies focusing on Roosevelt Road
and Downtown and new policy
directions such as Senior Housing
and Open Space. Given all of the
changes that have occurred during
the last 13 years, it is time for the
Comprehensive Plan to be brought
back to the Plan Commission and
Village Board for re-adoption as a
whole.
Typically, many communities
hire planning firms to complete an
updated comprehensive plan, costing the municipality more than
$150,000. However, this updated
Plan will be done completely by Village staff utilizing the resources of
the Village’s professional planning

Community Development staff (l. to r.) Mike Toth, Planner I; Jennifer
Henaghan, Senior Planner and Chris Stilling, Asst. Director of Community
Development, review maps for the Comprehensive Plan update.
and economic change in the comstaff.
munity over the next 10-15 years.
What is a
It includes goals, objectives and
Comprehensive Plan?
long-range recommendations for
The Comprehensive Plan is the
land use, annexation, transportation,
Village’s official policy guide for
economic development and commufuture growth and development.
nity facilities.
It provides community focus and
While the Plan by its very nature
direction regarding future physical
is long-range in orientation, it has
been developed and organized in
a manner to help guide day-to-day
administration and decision making. For the Plan to be meaningful, it
immediate
must be useful to the community in
hot water at
managing and monitoring physical
the faucet
and economic change.
and for
What will be the
energy savprocess?
ings.
Staff intends to present portions
of the Comprehensive Plan to the
• Listen for dripping faucets and
Plan Commission for monthly workrunning toilets. Fixing a leak can
shop discussions prior to a public
save at least 300 gallons of water a
hearing in Spring 2012. To date,
month.
staff has presented a schedule for the
upcoming workshops as well as an
• Teach your children to turn off
outline of the proposed Plan.
faucets tightly after each use.
(Continued on page 10)

Conservation Corner
• Know where your master water shut-off valve is located. This
could save water and prevent damage to your home.
• Make sure there are water-saving
aerators on all of your faucets.
• Winterize outdoor spigots when
temperatures dip below freezing
to prevent pipes from leaking or
bursting.
• Insulate hot water pipes for more
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Village Crews Ready With Snow Plan
(Continued from page 5)
5. Provide commuter parking facilities and public building accessibility.
6. Provide clear corners within a
two block radius of all schools.
7. Provide normal driving conditions for all minor streets.
8. Provide vehicle access to private
garages located off alleys.
9. Remove snow in areas plowed to
middle of road.
10. Push back corners in plow
zones (minor street areas).

Why is my street last?

As outlined in the Village’s priority list, one of the Village’s main
goals is to maintain priority street
drivability for the general public and
it trickles down from there. Thus,
the busier the street, the higher the
priority. Due to the extremely low
traffic volume that exists on cul-desacs and dead end streets, they are
low on the priority list. However,
do keep in mind, that if you were
to have an emergency, the Public
Works Department will respond
immediately at the request of the
Police or Fire Department to provide
access for emergency vehicles.

Who clears downtown?

The Village is responsible for
clearing the commuter parking lots
around the Metra Station as well as
the public sidewalks leading to the
Metra Station, around commuter
parking lots and under the viaduct.
Metra is responsible for clearing the
platform and each business owner is
responsible for clearing the sidewalk
in front of their business. Certain
major streets in the downtown area
are not conducive to regular snow
plowing. For these streets, the Vil-
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lage crews will windrow the snow,
meaning plow it to the middle of the
road in order to remove it later with
a vehicle mounted snow blower and
semi-trailers.

Are there any parking
restrictions?

In order for the Public Works De-

partment to plow streets efficiently,
it is critical that parking be prohibited on streets. It is also critical that
such parking prohibitions be rigidly
enforced. At the present time, Section 10-13-12 of the Village Traffic
Code prohibits parking on all streets
during snow removal operations.

Statewide Electronics Landfill Ban 1/1/12
A statewide electronics landfill
ban will go into effect January 1,
2012. This means that with the start
of the new year, electronic items
will not be able to be disposed as
trash. Rather, they must be recycled
by a registered collector, recycler
and/or manufacturer.
The following electronic items
are included in the ban: computers,
monitors, printers, laptops, televisions, keyboards, fax machines,
recorders, mp3 players, video
consoles, DVD players, computer
mouse, scanners, digital converter
box, cable receivers, satellite receivers, DVRs or small-scale servers.
There are several free drop off
locations for electronics recycling.
These free drop-off locations are a
part of the DuPage County Electronics Recycling Program. A complete
list of the facilities may be found on
the Village website.
The Chair of the Lombard’s Environmental Concerns Committee,
Trustee Laura Fitzpatrick, stated,
“It is important that all residents
understand the reasoning behind the
law and do their very best to comply. The Village of Lombard, along
with private recycling partners hope
to arrange convenient ways to help
dispose of that waste.”
As such, the Village is planning
to again host its annual Recycling

Extravaganza in September 2012.
The Village is also planning to add a
monthly recycling collection starting
in the Spring of 2012. More information will be made available as
that time nears.
DuPage County is launching an
educational effort on the electronics
landfill ban. Hard copies of the brochure are available at the Lombard
Village Hall or at www.dupageco.
org/recycling.

Recycle Holiday Lights

The Village of Lombard and the
Lombard Park District encourage
residents and businesses to recycle
their holiday lights and extension
cords. The drive will kick-off with
the Thanksgiving holiday weekend
and last until January 15.
Collection bins will be available
at the Public Works Department,
1051 S. Hammerschmidt and at
Sunset Knoll Recreation Center at
820 S. Finley Road. Residents may
drop off at any time, including evening and weekend hours.
Elgin Recycling will pay the
Village and the Park District for the
copper content and the proceeds will
be used to offset the Village’s costs
for its Recycling Extravaganza each
September and the Park District’s
cost for outdoor recycling bins for
the parks.
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Fire Department Offers Holiday Safety Tips
Holiday Decorating
• Be careful with holiday decorations. Choose decorations that are
flame resistant or flame retardant.
• Keep lit candles away from
decorations and other things that can
burn.
• Use lights that have the label of
an independent testing laboratory.
Some lights are only for indoor or

outdoor use, not both.
• Replace any string of lights with
worn or broken cords or loose bulb
connections. Connect no more than
three strands of mini light sets and a
maximum of 50 bulbs for screw-in
bulbs.
• Use clips, not nails, to hang lights
so the cords do not get damaged.
• Keep decorations away from windows and doors.

Free Leaf Pick-Up For Residents
The Village of Lombard’s free
leaf pick-up for residents will end
on December 2.
The free leaf pick-up is for Kraft
brown paper bags ONLY (unlimited
number of bags) and these bags
must contain only leaves. Residents
will be required to place yard waste
stickers on any cans that are filled
with leaves. Bags of leaves may be
put at the curb on the regular garbage collection day.
Leaves may not be blown or
raked into the streets. According to
the Village’s Public Works Department, the leaves have a tendency to
cover and block the storm drains in
the street, which in turn cause flooding problems when it rains. It is
against Village Code to place leaves
in a public alley, roadway, street,
driveway or sidewalk.
The Village’s yard waste program
will end for the season on December
16. Cans and bags filled with yard
waste (grass clippings, small twigs
or branches and plant materials)
must have stickers on them. Properly bundled brush does not require
a sticker. Brush is defined as limbs
or branches from trees, shrubs or
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bushes. Bundles of brush must be
securely tied, not exceeding six feet
in length or 18 inches in diameter,
and cannot exceed 50 pounds each.
No individual branch or limb can
exceed six inches in diameter.

Holiday Entertaining
• Test your smoke alarms and tell
guests about your home fire escape
plan.
• Keep children and pets away from
lit candles.
• Keep matches and lighters up high
in a locked cabinet.
• Stay in the kitchen when cooking
on the stovetop.
• Ask smokers to smoke outside.
Remind smokers to keep their smoking materials with them so young
children do not touch them.
• Provide large, deep ashtrays for
smokers. Wet cigarette butts with
water before discarding.

Comprehensive Plan Update
(Continued from p. 8)
The proposed workshop schedule is:
• November 21: Review the updated introduction and goals
• December 19: Review Section 1
of the Visioning/Land Use section
focusing on long-range vision
• January 2012 (TBD): Review
Sections 2, 3, & 4 of the Visioning/
Land Use section focusing on land
use, annexation, and transportation
• February 20, 2012: Review Sections 5, 6, & 7 of the Visioning/Land
Use section focusing on economic
development, facilities and areas of
concern
• March 19, 2012: Review the first
draft of the complete document, including the implementation section
• April 16, 2012 (tentative): Hold
a public hearing on the final draft
and make a recommendation to the

Village Board
Members of the public are
welcome to attend any of the Plan
Commission meetings, which are
held in the Village Board room on
the third Monday of every month
at 7:30 p.m. (with the exception of
the January meeting, which has yet
to be rescheduled due to the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day holiday.)
The meetings may also be viewed
via The Lombard Channel live (or
rebroadcast on Tuesdays-Thursdays)
or the Village’s website (live or on
demand). Additional opportunities
for public comment will also be
available during public open house
events sometime in Spring, 2012.
Questions regarding the Plan and
the process may be directed to the
Community Development Department at (630) 620-5749.

The Pride
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Referendum Posed To Residents
(Continued from page 1)
the electric aggregation option are
seeing 15-20% savings on average,”
said Sexton.
The concern to consumers on
how the change will affect their
service and billing is nonexistent,

Many suppliers can offer a better
rate with a large group of customers
such as the Village versus an independent consumer or household,”
said Sexton.
Increased buying power with
electric aggregation is expected to

“What aggregating does for Lombard and other Illinois communities that
have elected to proceed with the same process, is to have their municipalities negotiate the purchase of electricity by researching and comparing
rates from independent resources through a bidding process. Many suppliers can offer a better rate with a large group of customers such as the
Village versus an independent consumer or household.”
--Finance Director Tim Sexton
drive prices lower. Sexton pointed
according to Sexton. “There will be
out that it is a positive situation for
no outward changes to the residenresidents because in municipalitial and small business consumers
ties where electric aggregation has
if the referendum passes. ComEd
already been done, residents have
will continue to distribute electricsaved as much as 20-30% on the
ity through its power lines and
cost of electricity or $175 to $200
infrastructure and issue all the bills
per year on average without any
for electricity,” explained Sexton.
service changes from ComEd.
“During outages, ComEd is still
Under the proposed plan, all
responsible for restoring power to
consumers will be automatically
the consumer.” Sexton added, “poenrolled but will have two opportutential power companies who supply
nities to opt out of if they choose not
electricity to ComEd for distributo participate in the Village’s electric
tion to Lombard homes and small
aggregation program. If residents
businesses are who the Village will
decide to opt-out, they will remain
negotiate with for lower rates and
with ComEd unless they choose
in-turn, pass the savings onto the
another power supplier. Consumconsumers.”
ers who have already switched to
Lombard’s collected municipal
another power supplier will continue
utility tax will not be impacted if
under their contract with that supplithe voters approve the change, since
er and will not be allowed to switch
the tax is charged against usage and
to the aggregation program.
not cost of the power, said Sexton.
If the referendum is approved in
“What aggregating does for LomMarch, the next step for staff is to
bard and other Illinois communities
begin the bidding process that would
that have elected to proceed with the
offer residents a cost savings rate
same process, is to have their musometime in early summer.
nicipalities negotiate the purchase
For questions on the electric agof electricity by researching and
gregate program referendum, concomparing rates from independent
tact the Lombard Finance Departresources through a bidding process.
ment at (630) 620-5700.

December 2011/January 2012

Train Horn Rule
With the recent increase in activity and work being done on and
around the Union Pacific Railroad
tracks in the Village, a review of
the Federal Railroad Administration’s Train Horn Rule is mentioned
below.
Federal regulation requires locomotive horns be sounded for 15-20
seconds before entering all public
grade crossings, but not more than
1/4 mile in advance. This rule has
been in effect since June 2005.
More information may be found
at www./uprr.com.

“Dash For Cash” Coming
The Village of Lombard will host
a “Dash For Cash” event at the Village Hall on January 18.
This program, through the Illinois State Treasurer’s office, helps
Illinois residents locate money owed
to them by the State of Illinois.
A representative from the Treasurer’s office will conduct an online
search for individual residents to
see if any money is owed to him or
her. If it turns out that any funds
are unclaimed, a claim form is then
provided to the resident to fill out
and submit.
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Jingle Bell Jubilee Comes to Historic Downtown Lombard
Several community organizations
will usher in the holiday season on
December 3 from 4-9:30 pm in the
historic downtown area of Lombard.
Participants can begin along St.
Charles Road by shopping or dining
at one of the many businesses in the
district. The Chamber of Commerce
will host the Glenn Westlake Middle
School Festival Choir under the
direction of Mrs. Meghan Pierson
as they sing holiday favorites from
4:45 until Santa’s arrival. Santa will
arrive between 5 and 5:15 pm on a
fire truck, courtesy of the Lombard
Fire Department. Santa will help
Village President Bill Mueller light
the Village tree along St. Charles
Road.
After the downtown tree lighting,
cross the tracks to visit the Lombard
Park District beautiful and historic
Lilacia Park. The lighting of Lilacia will take place around 6 pm and
participants will be able to visit with
Santa and enjoy train rides around
the park from 6-8 pm. The Helen M.
Plum Memorial Library will have

Mystery
Photo...

What was the name
of this school? The first
20 callers to (630) 6291885 will receive the
booklet “The Old House
in the Woods” by James
Robinson.
Note: The Lombard
Historical Society’s
museums will be closed
from Dec. 18- Jan. 31,
2012 for exhibit and
collection maintenance.
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“Christmas at the Library” featuring
the Glenbard East Madrigal Singers from 6-8 pm. The Glenbard East
Madrigal Singers are an a cappella
vocal ensemble that specializes in
English renaissance madrigal music.
They wear Renaissance-style costumes and often add period instruments to their performances.
The Victorian Cottage Museum
will host a “Candlelight Christmas
Tour” from 6-8 pm in which participants will glimpse back in time
to see a Christmas Eve during the
Victorian times. Calling cards for
the 15 minute tours will be available
at the Carriage House to the rear of
the museum.
Come and get into the Christmas
spirit at the Maple Street Chapel as
they host their holiday sing-along
from 7:30-9:30 pm. Also, free
horse-drawn carriage rides will be
given from 6-8 pm up and down
Park Ave. Sing along with your
favorite Christmas carols on a horse
drawn carriage ride! The Lombard
Bible Church will have a warming

center at one stop and the Historical
Society will have a warming spot at
the other. Have a cup of hot chocolate or cider and warm your fingers
and toes! Don’t forget your camera
because you can get your picture
taken with Jingles the Reindeer!
Jingle Bell Jubilee is sponsored
by the Chamber of Commerce,
Lombard Park District, Lombard
Historical Society, Helen Plum Library, Maple Street Chapel, Lombard Town Center and the Village
of Lombard. For more information,
please contact any of the above
organizations.

Barn Wood Donation

Aljer Construction, 523 N. Fairfield, Lombard, generously donated
some barn siding from a nearby demolition site to the Lombard Historical Society for the upcoming Carriage House Expansion project. The
project will double the size of the
Carriage House and provide new
spaces for exhibits, programs and
meetings. The wood will be stored
at the Lombard Public Works building until next spring when it will be
incorporated into the new space.
Shown in the photo l. to r.: Demitri
Stavropoulos, Bill Hennig, Al Hennig, Owner of Aljer Construction;
Bill Harvey, Lombard Public Works;
George E. Seagraves, Vice President
of the Society and Josh Luben.

The Pride

HELEN PLUM LIBRARY
Library Hours
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m.-5 p.m.

DE-STRESS FOR SUCCESS:
Holistic life coach Teresa McGrath will
guide you through stress reducing strategies
that will help you enjoy the holiday season,
make the most of your New Year’s
resolutions, and breathe new life into
your job search.

BEAT THE HOLIDAY BLUES

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Trustee: Jason Brandt
President: Virginia Carlson
Trustee: John Larkin
Vice-President: Gary Brenniman
Trustee: Jill McWilliams
Treasurer: Wayne Kankovsky
Director: Robert A. Harris
Secretary: Sue Wiggins

NEW! MID-DAY MATINEES
Begins Thursday, January 5 at 12:00PM with America’s favorite
pirate, Jack Sparrow. Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides.
Mid-Day Matinees will be shown the 1st Thursday of the month.
Be sure to mark your calendar for these future dates:
February 2 Cowboys & Aliens
March 1
The Adjustment Bureau
April 5
The Lincoln Lawyer

Thursday, December 8 at 7PM.

Attention Movie Buffs! A New Movie Discussion Group begins
Sunday, January 29 at 2PM in the Audiorium.

Learn how to get what you really want for the
holidays. Identify and release limiting beliefs and
stressful emotions in the way of truly enjoying
the holidays.

GENEALOGY:
HISTORY OF THE U.S. FEDERAL CENSUS

BRING OUT YOUR BEST FOR THE
NEW YEAR
Thursday, January 12 at 7PM.
We will focus on New Year’s Resolutions and Goals.
Find out how to identify and release the emotional
obstacles and limiting beliefs preventing you from
success.

BREAK OUT OF THE JOB SEARCH
DOLDRUMS
Thursday, February 16 at 7PM.
Learn techniques to eliminate fear and lack
of confidence surrounding job searches and
interviews.

Registration required for all programs.
Call Adult Services, 630-627-0316.

COMMUNITY RINGERS OF LOMBARD
Sunday, December 11, 2011, 2:30 PM
Come and celebrate the season with sacred
and secular selections. Phil Roberts, Music
Director for the Community Presbyterian Church in
Lombard and a well-known hand bell director and
clinician, directs the Community Ringers.
Registration required.
Call Adult Services, 630-627-0316.

Tuesday, January 24 at 7PM

Speaker Matt Rutherford, MLIS, is Curator of Genealogy and
Local History at the Newberry Library. He will place each of
the censuses in their proper historical contexts in order to better
interpret and apply them to our research. Registration Required.
Call Adult Services, 630-627-0316.

GREEN READIN’ SERIES RETURNS

Sundays, January 29, February 26, & March 25 2PM
The Sierra Club’s Lonnie Morris will lead this three-part
environmental book discussion series.
January 29 - The Tiger: A True Story of Vengeance and Survival
by John Vaillant
February 26 - Big Coal: The Dirty Secret Behind America’s
Energy Future by Jeff Goodell.
March 25 - Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food Life
by Barbara Kingsolver.
Registration Required. Call Adult Services, 630-627-0316.

LITERACY DUPAGE
Monday, February 27

Would you like to help someone learn English? Literacy DuPage
will conduct a series of six training sessions for prospective tutors
at the Helen Plum Library beginning Monday evening, February
27. To register, contact Literacy DuPage directly at 630-4166699 or check their website at www.literacydupage.org.

AUTHORS TO SPEAK ON WRITING AND PUBLISHING
Interested in the process of writing and publishing? Come to one
or all of a series of free seminars sponsored by several libraries in
the western suburbs. The workshops,which begin on January 24th
and continue through March 3rd, cover topics such as e-writing,
e-publishing, developing ideas, and characterization.
More information can be found at www.helenplum.org

ADULT SERVICES: Patrons must register for programs unless otherwise noted. Avoid disappointment by registering in advance.
Regrettably, we must cancel events with fewer than the minimum number of registrants. Call Adult Services at 630-627-0316.

December 2011/January 2012

helenplum.org
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Youthrvices
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A DAY AT THE BEACH
Drop in story & craft for all ages

Helen Plum Library cards are required for registration or
tickets unless the event is designated as a drop-in event.

Wednesday, January 11
10-11:30AM

WINTER STORYTIMES

Have the winter blues? Then stop by the Library for A Day at the
Beach! We will share a story and then make a beach themed craft. Join
us and think of warm weather. No registration needed.

Registration begins
Saturday, December 17.
Phone-in registration begins
Sunday, December 18.
Our popular storytime sessions begin the
week of January 16 and run through the
week of February 20. Space is limited and
some sessions fill quickly, so register early!
Children may register for one storytime
session only.

OH, BABY! STORYTIME
Birth – 12 months, with a caregiver
Fridays at 9:30 or 10:30 AM
January 20 – February 24

LITTLEST STORYTIME
Birth to age 3, with a caregiver
Tuesdays from 10-10:30 AM
January 17 – February 21
Wednesdays from 10-10:30 AM
January 18 – February 22

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME
Ages 3-5, not yet in Kindergarten
Tuesdays from 10-10:30 AM
January 17 – February 21
Wednesdays from 10-10:30 AM
January 18 – February 22

STORIES TO GROW ON
Drop-in family storytime
Monday Evenings
January 16 - February 20
7 PM
Thursday Mornings
January 19 - February 23
9:30 AM
The Library is the place to be for our
popular family storytimes! Plan to come
for one session or join us each week, but
don’t miss the fun! Entrance is limited by
room capacity. No registration needed.

Drop- in family storytime
Tuesday, December 13 &
Wednesday, December 14
10 AM
This season is full of wonderful sights and
smells and one of our favorites is mint!
Celebrate the season with us as we share
stories, songs, and other activities.
No registration needed.

TODDLER DANCE
PARTY
SATURDAY
Y
STORIES
Drop-in family storytimes
ytimes
Saturdays, December 10 & January 14
10 AM
Join us on the second Saturday of the
month for stories, songs and movement!
Entrance is limited by
room capacity.
No registration needed.
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PEPPERMINT STORYTIME

Ages 1-5, not yet in Kindergarten
Thursday, December 8
10 or 11 AM
Tickets available Saturday, November 26.
Activities with music and dance promote
brain growth in small children. Bring your
little dancers to move and groove to the
music. Children must be accompanied by
a caregiver at this event. Tickets required.
equired.

The Pride

630.627.0316
MOVIE MANIA
Drop-in family movies

ART START
CHRISTMAS

Youth Services will feature this film on the
Plum Auditorium large screen. Children 8
and under must be accompanied by an adult.
No registration needed.

Ages 2-4, with a caregiver

Kung Fu Panda 2
(90 min – PG)
Thursday, December 22
3 PM

Get into the holiday spirit with your
preschooler by joining us for a story and
art project. We’ll be getting out our craft
supplies (this might mean paste or paint),
so dress in something that can handle a
spill or splat! Registration required.

Po is living his dream as The Dragon
Warrior, but Po’s new life of awesomeness
is threatened by a villain who plans to use a
secret weapon to destroy Kung Fu.

Tuesday, December 20
10 AM
Registration begins Saturday, December 3

WiiTM ARE FAMILY
Drop-in gaming for ages 5 and up
Thursday, December 29
3-4:30 PM
Bring your family and join in the fun!
We’ll have our Wii set up for group and
family play. A variety of board games will
also be available. Come by during your
winter break and show off your skills!
No registration needed.

ANDY HEAD
WONDERFUL WACKY
JUGGLER
For families with children of all ages
Friday, December 16
4:30 or 7 PM

DENNIS DEBONDT
VERY
FUNNY
MAGIC

Exchange for July 22 Ticket Holders:
Tuesday, November 1 - 25

For families
with children age 3 andd upp

Free tickets available beginning Saturday,
November 26

Friday, January 20
7 PM
Free tickets beginning Monday, January 2

Andy Head has been rescheduled for Friday,
December 16 at 4:30 or 7 PM. July 22 ticket
holders are invited to stop by between
November 1 - 25 to exchange their tickets.
Tickets will be made available to Plum
Library card holders beginning November
26. After November 25, we cannot guarantee
that July ticket holders will be able to attend
the rescheduled shows. Tickets required.

December 2011/January 2012

Dennis DeBondt is bringing his blend
of comedy and magic to Helen Plum
Library! Dennis combines his years of
improvisational work with magic to bring
you the funniest show you have ever seen!
Tickets required.

T ee nS
TEEN MYSTERY NIGHT:
JUST DESSERTS

Ages 12-19

Friday, January 13, 7-8:30 PM
It’s Friday the 13th and murder is in the
air! Who has received their “just desserts”?
Teens are invited to come and help solve
the murder mystery. Be sure to bring your
detecting skills and a sweet tooth because
there will be plenty of delicious desserts
to keep you energized throughout the
evening.

ACT PRACTICE TEST
Ages 13-19

Saturday, January 28 at 9:30 AM
Wondering what the ACT Test will be like?
Find out by taking a free ACT Practice
test proctored by Kaplan. Bring your own
#2 pencils, an approved calculator, and a
healthy snack. You can see if your calculator
is on the approved list by going to act.org.
You do not need a Library Card to attend
either event, but please register in advance
in Adult Services or call (630) 627-0316

THE SCIENCE
ALLIANCE
For families with school age children
Friday, February 17
7 PM
Free tickets beginning Saturday, January 28
You will be amazed by Bill Bosworth
of The Science Alliance and his Close
Encounters of the Chemical Kind show.
Experiments with color changes, gooey
gak, springy superballs and more will
leave you breathless! Bill demonstrates
how chemical reactions are used to create
everyday substances. Each show provides
multiple opportunities for volunteers and
participation! Tickets required.
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What’s The News?
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Village Hall Closed...
The Village Hall will be closed the following
dates due to holidays: December 23, December 26,
January 2 and January 16.

Term Limits? Water Rates?
Details, page 3.

2012 Recycling Ban
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Read about what’s not going to be allowed as of
January 1, 2012. See page 9.

Village Board Approves Transparency Policy
The Lombard Village Board recently approved a website transparency policy, the strongest of its kind
in the state, according to the Illinois
Public Policy Institute.
The policy outlines 11 items that

will be included on the website in
order to provide more transparency
in government. These items include
salaries and benefits, financial audits
and contracts.
“This is going to be a great thing

Tips on Keeping Driveways Clear
When trying to clear the driveway of snow, follow these steps to
ensure that the snow plow drivers
don’t come by and leave the driveway full of snow again:
Shovel snow in the direction of
traffic and also try to make a pocket
on the opposite side of the driveway,
as shown in the illustration, right.
That way, snow that has accumulated on the plow will dump into that
pocket and not onto the driveway.
By following these guidelines
for clearing snow at the end of the
driveway, it will reduce the possibility of street snow plowers inadvertantly making the driveway snowbound again.

for our Village,” said Trustee Peter
Breen. “It will actually make us the
Village with the strongest transparency policy adopted by a municipal
board anywhere in the state of Illinois,” he added.
The Village’s transparency policy
items will be added to the Village
website as the information is gathered together by staff. It is estimated that the majority of the information will be added to the website by
the end of the calendar year.
A separate website transparency
policy page is being set up on the
Village website that will list and link
all 11 items listed in the policy.

Notify Me!

Want to be in the know? Then
sign up for the Village’s “Notify
Me.” Choose what you want to
know and how you would like to
receive the information. Choose
“Notify Me” under the A-Z Index on
the Village website.

