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O’Connor was present at the December
27, 2011 Village Board meeting where the
item was discussed. She explained that
Sikich was hired to “take an independent
and fresh look at ‘the deal.’ To look at the
various obligations, the various cash flows
and also importantly to look at the underlying hotel to assess its financial viability,
potential and to consider of the various
options that the Village Board has in this
regard whether or not it makes any sense
for the Village to appropriate the funds that

o f f i c i a l

“It is our recommendation that the
Village not appropriate for the Series
2005-A debt service shortfall due January 1, 2012, as there are sufficient funds
in reserve to cover the shortfall.”-Village Manager Dave Hulseberg and
Finance Director Tim Sexton in their
report to the Board of Trustees

The Westin Hotel and Convention Center is
profitable, well-managed, in good repair and
could not be better located, despite an unmatched decline in the hospitality market.
--Mary O’Connor, Partner, Sikich LLP

have been requested.”
O’Connor addressed the “good news”
of the situation by saying that the Westin Hotel is profitable, adds considerable
cash to the bottom line, is well-managed,
in good repair and could not be better located. She also indicated that the underlying asset that stands as part of the collateral for the deal is in excellent condition.
Having said that, she could not say the
same for “the deal.” During the course of
the project, many projections and assumptions were made, as are made with any of
these types of projects. “This deal went to
market as deals go to market,” O’Connor
indicated, “with underwriters, with insurance. But it very much came out of the
optimism of the time,” she added.
O’Connor explained that “macroeconomic forces” that no one had control over
and, in her opinion, were not forseeable
in their severity and depth, are at the very
heart of why this deal has not developed in
the way that it was projected.
“The Westin Hotel has fared reasonably
well in what is nothing less than a tsunami of bad news for the hotel industry,”
O’Connor added.
(See “Hotel,” page 3)

t h e

The Lombard Village Board voted
unanimously to decline the funding
request by the Lombard Public Facilities Corporation (LPFC) to pay the debt
service shortfall owed on bonds issued to
fund the Lombard Hotel and Convention
Center project. The funding request for
the shortfall was just under $912,000.
Payment on the Series “A” bonds,
due January 1, 2012, was still made with
reserve funds. The Village’s action has
no impact on future requests and only addresses the current request that was made.
The Village’s decision not to fund the
shortfall was made after careful research
and due diligence conducted by staff and
an independent recommendation provided
by Sikich LLP, a consulting firm. Mary
O’Connor, Partner in charge of Valuation
& Dispute Advisory Services, provided an
overview of the analysis, which resulted
in the following recommendation: “Based
on the economic and financial merits
ONLY of the situation, it is our opinion
that the Village of Lombard should not
appropriate money to support the current
debt structure under the current covenants
going forward.”

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2012

Village Board Declines
To Provide LPFC Funding
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Village Board
William J. Mueller, President
Brigitte O’Brien, Village Clerk

Trustees
Greg Gron, District 1
Keith Giagnorio, District 2
Zachary Wilson, District 3
Peter Breen, District 4
Laura Fitzpatrick, District 5
William Ware, District 6

Village Hall
(630) 620-5700

www.villageoflombard.org
“The Mission of the Village of
Lombard is to provide superior and
responsive governmental services to
the people of Lombard.”

The PRIDE
The Lombard PRIDE is the official
newsletter of the Village of Lombard.
It is also a joint publication with the
Helen Plum Library and the Lombard
Historical Museums. Personnel from
the respective governing bodies are
responsible for the content of their
sections. The views expressed by the
Library and the Historical Museums
are not necessarily those expressed by
the Village. Correspondence can be
addressed to any of the groups at the
following addresses:
Village: 255 E. Wilson Ave.
Library: 110 W. Maple St.
Historical Museums: 23 W. Maple
355 E. Parkside
The PRIDE is published
six times per year: February,
April, June, August, October
& December.
Joelyn Kott, Editor
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Dear Residents,
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, Village Clerk,
myself and the staff of the Village of Lombard, I
wish you and your families a most happy, joyous
and healthy 2012. With each New Year comes the
hope and promise of new beginnings and as we
wish each other the traditional “Happy New Year”
greeting we want this New Year greeting more than most
most,
to bring positive changes for our families and friends with an improved economy,
employment for those who have been out of work, shelter for the homeless and food
for the hungry.
We have seen a record number of households who were unable to get sufficient
food at one time or another last year and on the other hand, obesity, particularly in
children, is a major health concern. This suggests that families have found it more
difficult during these challenging times to provide their children with adequate
nutrition. Join with me in making Lombard a healthy community by participating in
“Healthy Lombard.”
The next community blood drive will be held on April 11, 2012. Thank you for
your continued support. Please call Carol Bauer at (630) 620-5712 or e-mail her at
bauerc@villageoflombard.org to schedule your appointment.
“Shop Lombard –Help our businesses grow in a challenging economy.
Why should you Shop Lombard?
* To keep sales tax dollars in the local economy.
* To create and maintain local jobs for our residents.
* To save money and time.
* To reduce fuel use and help save the environment.
* To help pay Village services including fire and police protection.
Thanks for all who contributed to our “Warm Hands, Warm Hearts” food and
clothing drive during the month of December. Your donations were greatly appreciated. Food donations will continue to be accepted at the Village Hall for those in
need.
I will be presenting my annual “State of the Village Address” at the Chamber of
Commerce monthly luncheon on February 15 at the Westin Hotel. If you would like
to attend the luncheon, you can make your reservation by calling the Chamber at
(630) 627-5040. The State of the Village will also be rebroadcasted on the Lombard
Channel. Check the programming guide online for more details.
On your behalf, I have sent letters to Senator Richard Durbin, Senator Mark Kirk
and Representative Peter Roskam requesting that they oppose any legislation that
makes any cuts to the Social Security and Medicare benefits as a means of reducing
the federal deficit. There are many options that can be made without affecting the
income and health care for our seniors.
The postal service just went through one its busiest times of the year. I wanted
to share with you a note I received from my postal carrier. “I realize mail delivery
is usually taken for granted. People pay for postage, mail it and ‘POOF!’ the mail is
delivered (that’s the plan anyway.) After all, this service is bought and paid for by
you.” Support your local carrier by keeping your walks clear of snow and ice. This
is one way to say “thanks” to your carrier and rewarding them for their efforts.
Congratulations to Police Officer Joseph Menolascino who received the 2011
Achievement of Excellence Award from the Illinois “Operation Lifesaver” Enforcement Committee for his efforts on train safety in the Village.
(See “Village President’s Message,” page 8)
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FAQs About the Hotel Project
The following are some frequently
asked questions regarding the hotel and
convention center project.
Q: What is the LPFC?
A: The Lombard Public Facilities Corporation (LPFC) is a not-for-profit entity that was established by the Village.
They are the legal entity that issued the
debt and they will own the hotel as long
as there are bonds outstanding.
Q: What does the Village Board’s action really mean?
A: The Village Board’s action not to
approprate the funding requested on the
shortfall is a default on moral obligation bonds. Moral obligation bonds
are a type of revenue bond issued by
a municipality which gives investors
tax exemption benefits inherent in a
municipal bond, but also provides an
additional moral pledge of commitment
against default.
Q: If we had not gone into recession,
where would we have compared?
A: This is one of the main issues in
trying to look at the financial future for
the hotel. Normally, a hotel takes four
years to ramp up to its stabilization
level. However, the recession began
within months of the hotel opening, so

Hotel
(Continued from page 1)
“The LPFC has a fiduciary responsibility to the bondholders, just as the
Village Board has a fiduciary responsibility to the taxpayers,” said Hulseberg.
“We remain optimistic to work with
the bondholders to find a long-term solution for the asset,” Hulseberg added.
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no one knows what the true stabilization level of the hotel and restaurants
really would be. Based on the 2008
results, which was the first full year
of operations, it is very likely that the
hotel and restaurants would have fallen
short of the projections, but there would
have been enough net operating income
to cover that Series A and Series B debt
service payments.
Q: What is the status of other hotels?
Where do we compare?
A: When the hotel opened, there were
eight other similar hotels in the 10 mile
area that were considered as the competitive set. Two of those eight hotels
have closed over the last two years. Of
the remaining seven, including the Westin, the Westin has consistently been in
the top three in RevPar (Revenue per
Available Room), usually as number
two or number three.
Q: Is there a difference in the ratings
between the Village and the LPFC?
A: Yes, there is a difference as these
two bodies are two different legal
entities. The LPFC is the issuer of the
debt for the hotel and the Series A and
Series B bonds for the hotel each has
their own rating. The Village’s rating
is completely separate from the LPFC’s
rating.
Q: Can we sell the hotel?
A: The covenants of the project state
that we can only sell the hotel if there
are enough proceeds to pay off all of
the outstanding bonds. While we do
not have an appraisal on the hotel, we
believe that the value of the hotel is currently less than the amount of outstanding bonds. Therefore, the hotel cannot

be sold at this time.
Q: Given that the Village Board voted
not to appropriate the funds to cover
the shortfall, what happens next?
A: Since the Village Board did not
appropriate for the January 1, 2012
shortfall on the A bond debt service,
the shortfall will be paid from the A
Debt Service Reserve Fund. There
will likely be shortfalls on the Series A
debt service for at least the next several
years and very possibly further than
that. The B bonds will continue to use
their debt service reserve until it has
been depleted, at which point the LPFC
would request that the Village appropriate for any shortfall. The LPFC will
continue to explore all options, including working with the bondholders to
restructure the debt.

Village’s Credit
Rating Lowered

The Village’s credit rating was
downgraded to “BBB” by Standard &
Poor’s. In making the decision not to
pay the debt shortfall of the LPFC, the
Village had anticipated that a downgrade was very likely.
A rating of “BBB” is still considered
investment grade by Standard & Poor’s.
However, if the Village were to borrow money for construction projects, a
higher interest rate will be charged. It
is estimated that the higher interest rate
will cost an additional $7,800 on an
annual basis for every $1 million that
is borrowed. On average over the last
10 years, the Village has borrowed approximately $4.2 million on an annual
basis for construction projects. Based
on this average borrowing amount, the
estimated additional cost on an annual
basis is estimated to be $32,760.
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Trustee District News

“District News” is a new feature that will inform residents of information pertaining to each district. Not sure what district
you’re in? District maps are available on the Village website or call with your address and we’ll let you know.

District 1
Trustee Greg Gron--Chair of the Finance Committee, which meets at
7 p.m. on the fourth Monday of the
month at the Village Hall.

District 2
Trustee Keith Giagnorio--Chair of the
Community Relations Committee, which
meets at 7 p.m. on the second Monday
of each month at the Village Hall.

District 3
Trustee Zachary Wilson--Chair of the
Transportation & Safety Committee,
which meets at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of the month at the Village Hall.

District 4
Trustee Peter Breen--Chair of the
Economic & Community Development
Committee, which meets at 7 p.m. on
the first Tuesday of the month at the
Village Hall.

District 5
Trustee Laura Fitzpatrick--Chair of the
Environmental Concerns Committee,
which meets at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of the month at Village Hall.
District 5 is primarily a residential
district, the most residential in the
Village. It is nestled between Madison
Ave. on the south and St. Charles Road
on the north with borders on the east of
Villa Park (Addison Ave.) and Main St.
to the west. It is my pleasure to service
the residents of District 5 by ensuring
that their neighborhoods are maintained
in the most cost-effective manner by the
Village of Lombard’s outstanding staff.
Please contact me to arrange a neighborhood meeting or to discuss concerns
that affect your neighborhood.
Flood mitigation neighborhood projects, totaling $6,750,000, are underway
or have been completed. In 2011, we
conducted four neighborhood meetings to discuss solutions to areas that
have chronic flooding problems. These
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projects include:
• Kelly Court--An Intergovernmental agreement has been prepared and
presented to Villa Park that would
allow the Village to connect a separated
sewer into the Addison Avenue sewer.
The separated sewer would run along
Washington Blvd. between Kelly Ct.
and Addison Ave. Villa Park has agreed
in principle to the connection.
• 500- 600 S. Lewis Ave.--Sidewalk
improvements and Madison Meadow
Park drainage improvements are completed, along with the Village approval
of several overhead sewer grants designed to alleviate basement flooding.
• 100 S Chase Ave.--The Village has
included preliminary engineering of the
Gatz Pond Transmission Line in fiscal
year 2013 that will separate sewers
downstream and allow for rear yard
drains to be installed. This is included
in the fiscal year 2015 capital budget at
an estimated cost of $6,618,452.
To arrange a meeting or discuss your
home/neighborhood’s flooding issues,
contact Public Works at (630) 620-5740
or publicworks@villageoflombard.org.
• As part of the Environmental Concerns Committee’s commitment to
maintaining natural flora in public
green space, the removal of the insidious foreign wild buckthorn weed will
be a special project this spring along the
Prairie Path and Great Western Trail.
• We continue to review improvements
to address pot holes and resurfacing
problems on older streets in the District.
2011 Road Projects Completed
• Hickory between Main and Craig Pl.
• Craig Pl. between Hickory and Ash
• Stewart between Hickory and Ash
• Lombard between Hickory and Ash
• Grace St. south of Ash
• Grace St. south of Maple
• Lodge between Washington Blvd.
and S. Broadway

• Chase St. between Washington Blvd.
and S. Broadway
• Division St. between Lodge Ave. and
a ½ block east of Chase Ave.
• 3rd Ave. between Maple and Emerson
2012 Road Projects Planned
• Maple Street Concrete Rehabilitation
Additional locations will be identified
following the Village’s pavement condition rating process after the winter.

District 6
Trustee William Ware--Chair of the
Public Works Committee, which meets
at 7 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the
month at the Village Hall.
Current projects in District 6 include:
• Goodwill Industries is proposing to
construct a new 25,000 square foot
store on the former Lombard Lanes
property located along Roosevelt Road.
The proposed development also includes an outlot for a restaurant, which
has not yet been determined.
The public hearing for the project
was scheduled for the January Plan
Commission. Following the Plan Commission meeting, it will be going before
the Village Board for a final decision.
• A new Firestone will be under
construction this Spring, located at the
northwest corner of Edgewood Ave. and
Roosevelt Road. This project was approved by the Village Board in 2011.
• Blast Fitness has applied for a building permit and is planning to open a
20,000 square foot fitness facility in the
Lombard Pines Shopping Center. They
are taking a portion of the space previously occupied by Hobby Lobby.
• Jewel-Osco is planning to remodel
their existing store. They have recently
applied for a building permit.
• A grind and overlay of a section of
the 1100 block of south Edgewood
was completed with additional work
planned in conjunction with a commercial property development in the area.
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Municipal Electric Aggregation Referendum Information
At the March 20, 2012 election,
voters will have the opportunity to vote
for a referendum to allow for municipal
electric aggregation. The following
information is provided regarding what
it would mean for residents.
What is Municipal Electricity Aggregation?
Municipal Electricity Aggregation (MEA) is an opt out program that
allows local governments the option to bundle together, or aggregate,
residential and small commercial retail
electricity accounts and seek bids for a
cheaper, and possibly cleaner, source
of power. Right now, customers obtain
power at a fixed rate, regulated and
set annually by the Illinois Commerce
Commission. In contrast, large industrial and commercial customers can utilize the open market to obtain a lower
rate and save money on their electricity
bills. By bundling residential and small
commercial accounts, municipalities
can achieve the same type of savings.
What Are the Benefits of MEA?
The most important benefit to
MEA is the opportunity for Lombard
residents and small businesses to save
money on their electric bills. Individual
accounts could save between 20 and
30% off their bills. There are also opportunities for helping the environment
by requiring renewable energy as part
or all of the electricity supply or by
funding energy efficiency programs.
How Does MEA Work?
Municipal Electricity Aggregation
was made available by new legislation
in 2010. First, the Village must place a
referendum on the March 2012 ballot
asking voters to give the Village authority to create an aggregation program.
Once the referendum is approved, the
Village will, with public input, create
an aggregation plan that includes procedures and goals for the program. The
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Village will then seek bids from retail
energy suppliers to obtain competitive
electricity rates for participants. If no
bids are acceptable, there is no obligation to accept them. A resident or small
business can choose to opt out of the
Village’s program, so there is little risk
that your electric rate will increase and
no obligation to participate.
What are the impacts?
The impact of MEA is primarily savings. Participants will not see a change
in their bill other than a reduction on
the energy charge. They will continue
to receive a single bill, make one payment, and continue to receive all other
services through ComEd. However,
if customers are already purchasing
their power from a company other than
ComEd, they will be ineligible to take
advantage of the Village’s aggregation
rate. A resident or small business can
join the Village’s program at any time,
but early termination of a contract with
another energy supplier could result in
fees. Check the terms and condition of
the contract with the retail energy supplier.
Additional Information
The earliest the Village’s aggregation program is likely to begin is
August/September 2012. Consumers
who decide to switch to a retail electric
supplier before the Village’s program
is available should consider several
aspects of the retail supplier’s offer.
What to look for in the offer:
1) Length of contract
Many retail suppliers require a
minimum one-year contract, which
would prevent a customer from getting
the Village’s aggregation rate until the
contract ends.
2) Termination fees
Look at the cost of early termination. Some companies charge fees and
others do not.

3) One bill or two?
Under the Village’s aggregation program, participants will still receive one
monthly bill from ComEd and make
one payment to ComEd. Some retail
suppliers do not have this provision
meaning customers may receive their
regular bill from ComEd and a separate
bill from the retail supplier.
For more information about electricity aggregation, contact the Village of
Lombard’s Finance Department at (630)
620-5910.
Additional information may be
found on the Illinois Commerce Commission: Plug In Illinois website.

March Election Coming
At the March 20, 2012 general
primary election, Lombard voters
will have the opportunity to vote on a
binding public question to determine
whether the Village of Lombard should
have the authority to arrange for the
supply of electricity for its residential
and small commercial retail customers
who do not opt out of such a program.
In addition, the ballot will present
choices for primary nominations in
national offices, election of members of
Congress and the Senate, elect County
offices, Forest Preserve officials and
precinct committee representatives.
The last day to register to vote is
February 21. Residents who are unsure
of their registration status may visit the
DuPage Election Commission website,
www.dupageelections.com, to look up
registration status and polling place
information. Residents who need to
vote early may also check the website
for locations or contact the Commission
at (630) 407-5600. “Everyone’s vote is
important,” said Lombard Village Clerk
Brigitte O’Brien. “It is your chance to
have a voice in your government,” she
added.
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LILAC VILLAGE NEWS BITS
Welcome New
Businesses
The Village of Lombard would like
to welcome the following new businesses to our community:
• Admire Dental Center
2500 S. Highland, Suite 2600
Medical Office
• Advantaclean of DuPage County
63 Eisenhower Lane South
Office & Warehouse
• B.E.S.T. Corporation
71 Eisenhower Lane North
Office
• Cross Rhodes Reprographics
30 Eisenhower Lane North
Printing Establishment
• Floor & Decor Outlets
1000 N. Rohlwing Road, Unit 32
Home Improvement Store
• Harmony Therapeutic Wellness
Center
817 E. Roosevelt Road
Therapeutic Massage
• Lombard Tobacco, Inc.
890 E. Roosevelt Road
Tobacco Shop
• North American Firearms
315 S. Main Street
Sporting Goods Store
• Omnicare Group, Inc.
705 Springer Drive
Office
• Sahara Asian Elderly Care
1210 S. Highland Ave.
Office

Planning A Move?
Before you move, be sure to notify
the Village concerning your water/
sewer account. Give ample notice for a
final reading; a week is preferred. New
owners should contact water billing
2-4 days prior to possession to avoid
disconnection of service.
Questions? Contact the Water Billing Division at (630) 620-5920 or TDD
(630) 620-5811. If you should reach
voice mail during busy times or after
hours, please leave a message with the
moving date and forwarding address
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information.

Security Alarm
Licensing Guidelines
All security alarm systems within
the Village of Lombard require alarm
permits. These permits are valid from
September 1 to August 31 each year.
Annual fees are $30 for residential
alarm permits and $50 for business
alarm permits.
After March 1, fees are pro-rated
to $15 for new residential alarm permits and $25 for new business alarm
permits. Questions may be directed to
(630) 620-5913.

No Solicitors, Please
Residents may post a “No Peddlers/
Solicitors Allowed on Premises” seal on
their front door. Seals are available at
the Village Hall for $.50. It is a violation of Lombard ordinance if peddlers
or solicitors fail to leave at your request.

Vehicle Sticker Guidelines
• Vehicle stickers are valid through
April 30 each year.
• New residents or owners of new
vehicles have 45 days after moving in
or acquiring a new vehicle to purchase
stickers.
• Failure to display a current vehicle
sticker incurs a fine of $50.
• Vehicle stickers are required for all
vehicles that are registered to a Lombard address but housed in a college
town.
• A late fee will apply after April 30
each year.

Special Lot A North
Broadway Avenue
Municipal Lot
The Village offers residential parking in Special Lot A off of North Broadway Avenue just east of Grace Street.
These permits are only issued on a
semi-annual basis from January-June
and July-December. The cost of a six
month permit is $40. For less than any

increment of the designated six month
period, the permit cost will be pro-rated
at $6.75 per month.
Parking in this lot is enforced by the
Lombard Police Department. Vehicles
that do not display a current parking
permit will be ticketed.
If interested in purchasing a Special
Lot A parking permit, please visit the
Village Hall during normal business
hours: Monday 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.; Tuesday through Friday 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
If there are additional questions, please
feel free to contact our Customer Service Representatives at (630) 620-5700.

Commuter Parking Lots
Commuter parking spaces are available at several locations in the Village.
Regular commuters may purchase
quarterly parking permits on a first
come, first served basis. The cost is
$75 per quarter for permits to park near
the Lombard Metra station in the lots
on St. Charles Road east of Main Street
or between Park and Elizabeth south
of St. Charles Road. Persons wishing
to purchase a permit for the first time
for either of these permit parking lots
should contact the Village for availability information. Commuter parking
permits are renewable by mail before
the start of a new quarter.
For both regular commuters and occasional commuters, daily fee parking
spaces are available in several locations
near the Lombard Metra station. Many
of these spaces are located on Parkside Drive, both east and west of Main
Street. Other daily parking lots include
the Hammerschmidt commuter parking
lot on St. Charles Road
For Lombard residents-only, the Village offers quarterly parking permits for
the commuter lot at 101 S. Main Street,
the parking stalls along East Parkside
Avenue east of Charlotte Street, and
the south lot on West Maple Street to
the west of the Historical Museum.
The cost of the quarterly permit is $75.
Persons wishing to purchase a permit
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for the first time for any of these permit
parking lots should contact the Village for availability. In addition, there
are 40 daily fee spaces available only
to residents of Lombard in the 101 S.
Main Street lot at a cost of $1.25 per
day. Please note that to be eligible
to purchase permits for these parking
areas or use the daily fee spaces in the
101 S. Main St. lot, you must be a resident of incorporated Lombard and you
must have current Village of Lombard
vehicle stickers on all vehicles that may
be parked in the lot.
For more information on commuter
parking lots, visit our web site at www.
villageoflombard.org.

Renewal Window For Vehicle
Stickers Reduced to 45 Days
The Village’s Finance Department
is shortening the renewal period for
Village vehicle stickers from 60 to 45
days.
The renewal process for 2012-2013
vehicle stickers will begin March 15,
2012. The reason for the reduced period is to encourage residents to renew by
mail or any of the various options that
are now, but weren’t always, available.
“In the past, citizens had to purchase
a sticker at the customer service counter
or one of the local banks,” said Sharon
Myers, Customer Service Supervisor.
“The only way for us to manage the
volume was to sell stickers during a two
month period. During the past several
years, the Village has implemented
several ways to better serve our customers, allowing us to shorten the renewal
period,” Myers added.
The bar coding of vehicle sticker application forms has drastically reduced
the renewal process and with the addition of online renewals, residents have
options when it comes to the renewal
process.
“We process more than 25,000
vehicle sticker renewals,” said Myers,
“and we are trying to do it as efficiently
as possible for everyone involved.”
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Volunteers Needed!
Display your Lombard Pride and
volunteer at the 2012 Lombard Lilac
Parade!
The Lombard Lilac Parade Committee is looking for Lombard families
or organizations to “adopt” a banner to
carry in the Parade. For more information, call the Lilac Line at (630) 4152079 or email LilacParade@yahoo.
com.
The Lilac Parade Committee is also
looking for volunteers to help us organize and execute the 2012 Lilac Parade
on Sunday, May 20. This year’s Parade
Theme is “American Milestones”.
Organizational Committee meetings
are held on the second Thursday of the
month at 7 p.m. at the COP Center in
Yorktown (32 Yorktown, Convenience
Center). Additional volunteers are also
needed on Parade day to help execute
the Parade. For further information,
please contact us on the Lilac Line at
(630) 415-2079 or via email at LilacParade@yahoo.com.

New Laws For 2012
New laws that went into effect with
the New Year include seat belt usage
for all passengers, no matter where they

are sitting and the
recycling of electronics. No electronics may be placed at the curbside
for refuse pick-up as they are banned
from the landfill. For a complete list of
electronic recycling locations proximate
to Lombard, visit the Village webiste at
www.villageoflombard.org.

Snow Reminders...
In order for the Public Works Department to plow streets efficiently, it
is critical that parking be prohibited on
streets. It is also critical that such parking prohibitions be rigidly enforced. At
the present time, Section 10-13-12 of
the Village Traffic Code prohibits parking on all streets during snow removal
operations.
The depositing of snow from private
property onto the streets or the stacking
of snow from private property on the
parkway adjacent to the street is strictly
prohibited. See Village Traffic Code,
Section 10-14-16. Such action is also
prohibited for commercial/institutional
properties. Also, the Village would like
to remind residents to not place garbage
and/or recycling cans on the roadway,
especially during snow events.

the GREENScene
You may have heard about reducing your carbon footprint, but first you
need to know what it is and how you
leave it.
Your carbon footprint is a measurement of how much you contribute
to the greenhouse-gas effect simply
through your day-to-day living. This
includes the way you heat or cool your
home, the car you drive, how much
you drive, and other factors.
Reducing your carbon footprint
is simple: Make sure your home is
energy efficient by turning off lights
and having enough insulation; keep
your car running as efficiently as possible with frequent tune-ups and tire-

pressure
checks and
share rides
or use
alternative
transportation such as bicycles or mass transit.
Purchasing a simple reusable water
bottle will not only save you hundreds
of dollars, it will help preserve our
earth for generations to come. Used
plastic water bottles will build up fast
if you drink a lot of water. By using
your own water bottle to fill and reuse,
you’re taking advantage of one of the
more simple ways to help the environment.
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Regulations Regarding Political Campaign Signs
With the March 20 primary election
approaching, the Village would like to
inform residents, businesses, property
owners and those involved in political
campaigns, of the regulation guidelines
pertaining to political campaign signs.
• For most residential properties, the
overall sign size may not exceed nine
square feet in area. There is no restriction to the number of signs allowed.
• For commercial properties and residential properties exceeding one acre,
signs cannot exceed 32 square feet
in area; howerver, if a sign is greater
than 16 square feet in area on these

Lombard Welcomes
New Firefighters
The Lombard Fire Department welcomed two new additions to its ranks
this fall. Rookie firefighters Joseph
Kaforski and Jonathan Trapani joined
the Fire Department in September.
The new firefighters’ first week was
an introductory academy of the Lombard Fire Department, followed by
eight weeks at the State Certified Basic
Firefighter Class in Romeoville.
Kaforski and Trapani were appointed to their shifts in mid-December.
Both candidates performed well and
were graded at an above average level
throughout all academies.

Joseph Kaforski practices using the
tools of extrication during one of the
training sessions at the Lombard Fire
Department.
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properties, a no-fee permit is required
from the Village. The required permit,
which will be issued over the counter,
will ensure that the signs are properly
located and are not within a clear line
of site area. The code also states that
no more than one political campaign
sign of greater than 16 square feet is
permitted per street frontage on these
properties. There are no restrictions
as to the number of political campaign
signs 16 square feet or less in area on
these properties.
• Political campaign signage placed
on private property should have the
consent of the property owner.
• Political campaign signage more than
two feet in height shall not be located
within the clear line of sight areas at
driveways or street intersections.
• No signs may be located within the
parkways or public rights of ways. To
help keep Lombard looking its best, the

Village encourages the removal of the
signs after the election.
Political campaign signs may be
displayed on commercial properties
no sooner than January 20, 2012
for the March primary election and
must be removed by March 31, 2012.
There is no duration limit for campaign signs on residential properties.
For additional information regarding code provisions, contact the Community Development Department at
(630) 620-5746.

Village President’s Message
(Continued from page 2)
Remember to “Look, Listen and Live” when crossing any railroad intersections.
Recently approved by the Illinois Commerce Commission, Municipal Aggregation is seen as an effective way to lower residential electric costs. Your Village
Board approved a referendum question for the April Election to provide our residents
the opportunity of choice to vote on the question of electric aggregation for the Village of Lombard. Look for further information on this important question to appear
on the April ballot.
Making Lombard a great place to live and do business is important to the Village Board and staff of the Village of Lombard. You are the eyes and ears of our
Village and your input and feedback is greatly appreciated. Please let us know your
thoughts.
The Village of Lombard was the highlighted community of the recent issue of
West Suburban Living Magazine. Good news about our Village of Pride!
It is my pleasure to serve the residents of the Village of Lombard as your Village
President. I welcome your calls, your comments and your suggestions. Please do not
hesitate to contact my office at (630) 620-5712 or e-mail me at muellerw@villageoflombard.org.
Sincerely, With Lombard Pride,

William “Bill” J. Mueller
Lombard Village President

The Pride
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Detect and Protect Against Carbon Monoxide
What is carbon monoxide?
Carbon monoxide (CO) is a nonirritating, odorless, colorless gas that is
somewhat lighter than air. A by-product
of incomplete burning of coal, wood,
charcoal, natural gas, fuel oil, kerosene,
gasoline, fabrics and plastics, it is the
leading cause of poisoning deaths in the
United States.
How does the carbon monoxide law
affect me?
Effective January 1, 2007, every
Illinois home is required to have at
least one carbon monoxide alarm in an
operating condition within 15 feet of
every room used for sleeping purposes.
Homes that do not rely on the burning
of fuel for heat, ventilation or hot water;
are not connected to a garage and are
not near a source of carbon monoxide,
as determined by the Lombard Fire
Marshal, are not required to install carbon monoxide detectors.
There are four main sources of CO
in the environment:
• Automobile exhaust
• Faulty heating equipment

• Fires
• Paint and varnish strippers
What are the symptoms of CO poisoning?
• Shortness of breath
• Nausea
• Headaches
• Dizziness
• Light headedness
Infants, in particular, are more susceptible to CO poisoning. This means
that unborn or newborn babies may
suffer more serious effects than adults,
even at the same levels of exposure.
How can I avoid CO poisoning in the
home?
CO poisoning is entirely preventable,
if a few simple steps are followed:
• Have gas appliances checked periodically for proper operation.
• Make sure flues, chimneys and vents
are clear of debris and in good working
order.
• Install CO monitors in the home.
Check them regularly and make sure
they are maintained properly.
• Do not use unvented space heaters,

Lombard Police Department to Hold
22nd Citizen’s Police Academy
The Lombard Police Department
will hold its 22nd Citizen’s Police
Academy (CPA), beginning March 6.
The classes are held, free of charge,
every Tuesday night from 7-9:30 p.m.
over a ten-week period.
The purpose of the academy is to
give citizens living or working in Lombard an understanding of modern police
procedures and the challenges officers
face. Lombard officers teach all classes
so participants get it straight from the
front line.
Topics covered in the classes include
traffic stops, firearm training, search
and seizure laws, defensive tactics
training and other hands-on instruction.

February/March 2012

The CPA is a great opportunity for
citizens to get to know the Lombard
Police force and get a hands-on experience of what police work is all about.
Students say they never look at the
police the same once they have gone
through the classes.
Although class size is limited,
citizens interested in applying to attend
the academy are encouraged to contact
Barb Bartolotte, Administrative Secretary at the Lombard Police Department,
at (630) 873-4471 for an application.
Applications are also available at the
front desk of the Police Department,
or are available on the Village website,
www.villageoflombard.org.

gas stoves, charcoal grills or Sternotype fuels as sources of heat.
• Do not cook on charcoal grills indoors.
• Do not run the car or other gasolinepowered engines in a garage, even with
the doors open. Crack car windows
when driving.
• Use paint strippers that do not contain
methylene chloride.
Anyone who suspects CO exposure
or poisoning, call 9-1-1 and leave the
area immediately. Affected individuals
should be led to fresh air and provided
with oxygen, if necessary. Until help
arrives, follow standard first aid practices and keep victims warm and quiet.

What To Do About
Frozen Pipes?

In extreme sub-zero temperatures, it is advisable to let the water
run at a constant trickle
until the temperature
rises. Lower lake water
temperatures combined
with cold air movement
around plumbing fixtures
can create freezing in water lines.
Under these conditions, water can
freeze in the lines in just a couple of
hours.
To avoid this problem, try to
eliminate cold air drafts on pipes
and/or water meters. Use a form of
insulation around the exposed pipes
and meter, along with sealing areas
that allow cold air movement. If
pipes are located against exterior
walls, expose them to the warm
air in the house. If the kitchen or
bathroom sink is located against an
outside wall of the house, leave the
cabinet door open in order to allow
warmer air to circulate around the
pipes.
If you have questions regarding a
water problem at your home, please
call Public Works at (630) 620-5740.
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Lombard Welcomes Public Works Operations Superintendent
“I was very impressed by the Public
Works staff and the Village’s selection
process,” said Tom Ellis, Lombard’s
new Operations Superintendent in the
Public Works Department. “I feel privileged to be a part of the operation and
fortunate to have been selected for the
position,” he added.
Ellis assumes the position of Operations Superintendent, which has been
vacant since March, after the retirement
of former Operations Superintendent,
Keith Surges. He is no stranger to the
area of public works, having worked in
several capacities for local government.
He most recently worked as an Engineer and then was promoted to Public
Works Director for the city of Lockport, with additional experience in the
New Lenox Public Works Department
as well as serving approximately five
years as a foreman for a construction
company.
“I have more areas of my job that I
am more passionate about than others,” Ellis pointed out, “but ‘streets’ has
always been my dream job,” he added.
Ellis holds a Bachelor’s Degree in
construction management from the Uni-

Lombard’s new Operations Superintendent in Public Works, Tom Ellis, is
living his “dream job.”
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versity of Purdue-Calumet and various
certifications of continuing education as
well as Illinois Department of Transportation certifications and several licenses
related to his work.
Ellis sees as the biggest challenge
of his new position, finding more ways
to save money and reviewing procedures for efficiency. “I bring a different
perspective to the position,” Ellis said.
“I am not here necessarily to change
anything. I hope to take a fresh look at
operations and see what I have to offer,” he added.
A resident of New Lenox, Ellis
claims that what brought him to Lom-

bard was a special wood that is only
available at a specialty woodshop in
town. Unable to purchase the wood
elsewhere, Ellis found himself traveling to Lombard for the wood that he
uses to build pedal planes, which he in
turn sells to fund kids’ attendance at
aviation-related camps.
“The Department of Public Works
is excited to welcome Tom Ellis to our
department. His innovative approaches
and past successes in implementing
changes will assist the Department in
its continued efforts to reduce costs and
improve operational efficiencies,” said
Carl Goldsmith, Public Works Director.

Tom Ellis Passionate About More Than “Streets”,
Has Great Fondness For Aviation
Working with wood is only one way Tom Ellis, Lombard’s new Operations Superintendent in Public Works, spends his free time. Another big chunk of it is spent
flying. Obtaining his pilot’s license was a long-time goal, which he accomplished
with money earned through a second, part-time job to pay for the flight lessons.
“My grandfather built an airport next to our family farm in Morris in the 1940s,”
Ellis related, “so that he and the other farmers had a way of shipping their chickens. I had always wanted to learn to fly so that I could fly my mother into the family
airport,” he added. Ellis recalls that while growing up in Morris, the National Guard
would fly into the family airport to have lunch. “It always fascinated me and I always wanted to learn to fly,” he said. “And I did.”
Not only did he learn to fly, but Ellis has built and flown his own helicopter and is
currently 95% complete in building his own aluminum, two-seater RV-8 airplane--in
his garage. “My goal is to paint it this winter and have it ready to fly in the summer,”
he said. A project which is five years in the making, Ellis plans to paint the airplane
in WWII style paint scheme to honor veterans.
His interest in aviation is only one interesting characteristic of Ellis. He shared
that he formerly provided security in the White House for the National Security
Council and for the 41st President, George Bush. This work occurred while he was
in the Marines, which he joined after high school. “I met a lot of interesting people,”
he admitted.
And, there’s more. Ellis also shared that he is a direct descendent of Pilgrims on
the Mayflower. “The first New England baby born in the New World in 1620, ‘Perigrine White,’ is related to me,” he said. He points it out as an “interesting fact.”
“Interesting” just about sums up the Village’s new operations superintendent, who
is enjoying his hobby of flying as well as his dream job.

The Pride
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What Police Beat Are You?
Every residence in Lombard is assigned a police “beat” with specific officers assigned to that beat. The beats
are referred to as “L1,” “L2,” etc and
when called out on the radio translate
to “Lincoln 1, Lincoln 2” and so on.
Occasionally, we get asked to print a
beat map in the Pride. Since the map is
too large to print, we opted to include a
general description of the police beats.
Exact beats may be found online at
www.villageoflombard.org under “Village Maps.”
LINCOLN 1: In general, this police
beat includes all of the Village north of
St. Charles Road except for one area
west of Main Street and south of the
Great Western Trail.
LINCOLN 2: South of St. Charles
Road to Madison and west of Grace
Street to the Village’s west boundary,
this beat also includes the area south
of the Great Western Trail that is west
of Main Street and north of St. Charles
Road.
LINCOLN 4: This area is bounded
by the Village limits to the west, Grace
Street to the east, Madison to the north
and Roosevelt Road to the south, with
a small portion south of Roosevelt as
well.
LINCOLN 6: This beat includes all
the area south of Roosevelt Road (with
some exceptions) to the Village limits
and east and west to the Village limits.
LINCOLN 8: The area includes all
land east of Grace Street to the Village’s
eastern boundary from St. Charles Road
to Roosevelt Road and some areas further south to the Village limits.
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Patroling
the streets of
Lombard was
a bit different
in the early
‘70s. Patrol
beats were still
established but
the Village was
divided up differently than it
is today.

Some History About Lombard “Beats”
When compiling information for this
story, the questions of “What happened
to Lincoln 3?” and “Why are the beats
called ‘Lincoln’ anyway?” came to
mind. Well, here’s some insight into the
history of Lombard patrol beats from a
couple of old-timers.
In the 1940’s and early ‘50’s a red
light on top of the water towers would
flash and an officer would contact the
station to receive the call. Mid to late
‘50’s in-car radios were installed. “You
would have to key up the radio and
wait for the tubes to warm up, and then
talk on the radio,” said retired Lombard Police Lieutenant Chuck Kundrot.
Calls were assigned by car numbers and
each town would dispatch their own
cars. There were often problems with
each town “walking over” each other’s
radio traffic, so each town would raise
their tower to have the strongest signal,
added Kundrot. Instead of always raising the radio towers, DuComm was
formed in 1975.
There were originally 27 DuPage
County police entities on the same
frequency until DuComm. Each entity
bought higher wattage radios to get a
signal better than the town next to them
(in addition to raising the towers.) In

the early years, there were as little as
four officers on the street, L1, L4, L8
and a Sergeant, recalled retired Lombard Patrol Officer Dennis Wind. “It
was a luxury to have more than four
area cars much less a roving car,” he
added. Today there is a minimum of
five officers (one in each beat) and one
supervisor working each shift. Each
patrol beat is further broken down into
129 “reporting blocks” to track crime.
Today, each patrol shift has three supervisors and 12 officers.
Lombard was originally formed into
eight patrol beats, the odd numbers
L-1, L-3, L-5 and L-7 were north of
St. Charles Rd. and the even numbers
L-2, L-4, L-6 and L-8 were south of St.
Charles Rd. That remains the same today, except all of Lombard north of St.
Charles Rd. is now combined into L-1.
L-2, L-4, L-6 and L-8 remain patrol
beats south of St. Charles Rd.
And what’s the story behind “Lincoln?” In the phonetic alphabet used
to call out letters of the alphabet over
the radio, “L” for Lombard would be
“lima.” Then Lombard Police Chief
John Meschick did not want Lombard
to be known as the “bean Village” so
thus the “Lincoln” call was born.
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Community Support Urgently Needed
For Carriage House Expansion
The Carriage House Expansion plan
is on its way to becoming a reality but
community support is urgently needed
to ensure the project’s success.
The plan features a two-story expansion on the south side (rear of the building) to the Carriage House that will
double the size of the space and make it
ADA accessible.
Currently, the space houses the
archive and artifact collection. The
expanded space will include all-new
exhibits on the history of Lombard, a
restroom facility, and a program space
that can hold a classroom of children.
This will greatly improve the ability to
serve Lombard by expanding programs
to children and adults and having a
space to examine Lombard’s past.
The Lombard Historical Society
obtained a $70,000 grant from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources
to help pay for the expansion but it is
less than half of the estimated cost.
Join other Lombardians in supporting
this improvement to your communityplease consider helping with a donation

Mystery Photo...

A rendering
of the exterior
of the proposed
renovations of
the Lombard
Historical Carriage House,
located behind
the Victorian
Cottage at 23 W.
Maple. To assist
with the project,
visit www.lombardhistory.org.
to the Expanding our Historical View Capital Campaign to fund the addition.
To donate, please visit www.lombardhistory.org and click “donate to our capital
campaign”. Thank you for your support of this project.

Underground Railroad Exhibit
Expanded for Black History Month
The Sheldon Peck Homestead has
expanded its exhibit “The People, The
Places, The Movement: The Underground Railroad at the Peck House” for
the 2012 season that opened January 31
at 1 pm.
The expanded exhibit features newly

discovered information about Old
Charley, the freedom seeker that made
an impression on Peck’s children. Old
Charley was the focus of the research in
2011 and documents found in western
Illinois clearly identify him as being
a runaway slave traveling from near
the Mississippi River to the Chicago
area. In addition, Susan Peck painted a
portrait in the 1850s of what the family
believes to be Old Charley.

Did You Know...

Name the well-known family that built this building in downtown Lombard. The
first 20 callers to (630) 629-1885 with the correct answer will receive a collectable
window charm from the Victorian Cottage.
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...the Sheldon Peck Homestead museum is the only site in Chicagoland
listed on the National Park Service
Underground Railroad Network
to Freedom? Visit the website at:
www.cr.nps.gov/ugrr.
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HELEN PLUM LIBRARY
Library Hours
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m.-5 p.m.

MID-DAY MATINEES - NEW!

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Trustee: Jason Brandt
President: Virginia Carlson
Trustee: John Larkin
Vice-President: Gary Brenniman
Trustee: Jill McWilliams
Treasurer: Wayne Kankovsky
Director: Robert A. Harris
Secretary: Sue Wiggins

QR CODES FOR YOUR BUSINESS

Noon on the 1 Thursday of the month.
February 2, Cowboys & Aliens.
March 8, The Adjustment Bureau (2nd Thu. of the month)
April 5, The Lincoln Lawyer

Wednesday, February 8, 7PM
Learn how to create QR codes and get tips for fun and practical
ways to interact with your customers.

DOWNLOADABLE EBOOK WORKSHOPS
Daytime and Evening Sessions Offered.
Learn how to browse the library’s eBook
collection, check out items and download eBooks to
eBook devices including the Kindle. Class sessions will
take approximately 1 to 1-1/2 hours.

Sunday, February 12 at 2PM
A romantic tale featuring the music of Jerome Kern and Oscar
Hammerstein II, based on Edna Ferber’s 1926 novel.

st

• 2/8 & 2/21 at 11:30 AM
• 3/7 at 1PM
• 3/1 & 3/29 at 7PM
• 3/13 at 3PM
GREEN READIN’ SERIES RETURNS!
Discussions led by the Sierra Club’s Lonnie Morris
Sunday, February 26 at 2PM
Big Coal: The Dirty Secrets Behind America’s
Energy Future by Jeff Goodall.
Sunday, March 25, at 2PM
Animal, Vegetable, Mineral: A Year of Food Life
by Barbara Kingsolver.
ZASS JAZZ QUINTET
Sunday, February 5 at 2PM
You won’t want to miss the unique sound of the Zazz
Quintet’s jazz standards and original melodies.
The perfect entertainment for a wintery afternoon!
LYRIC OPERA LECTURE: SHOW BOAT!
Tuesday, February 7 at 7PM
Ol’ Man River, Make Believe, Can’t Help Lovin’ Dat
Man - Created in 1927, this seminal masterpiece gave
American musical theater and opera a new voice .
PLUMKNITS
Wednesdays, February 8 & 22 at 7PM
Wednesdays, March 14 & 28 at 7PM
GENEALOGY CLUB
Tuesday, February 28 at 7PM
GENEALOGY CLUB:
COMPILING YOUR MEDICAL FAMILY TREE.
Tuesday, March 27 at 7PM
This lecture will give you a basic understanding of what’s
crucial in compiling a Medical Family Tree chart and
Predisposition Results Sheet.

FREE VALENTINE MATINEE! SHOW BOAT

SOCIAL SECURITY FOR RETIREMENT PLANNING
Tuesday, February 21 at 7PM
• How benefits are calculated • Full retirement age and choosing
the right time to file • Receiving benefits while working
• Provisional income and tax implications • Options for spouses
and ex-spouses
LITERACY DUPAGE VOLUNTEER TRAINING BEGINS
Monday, February 27 at 6PM
Literacy DuPage will conduct a series of six training sessions for
prospective tutors at the Library. To learn more or to register,
contact Literacy DuPage directly at 630-416-6699 or at
www.literacydupage.org.
INSIDE WRITING AND PUBLISHING
Everything e: Writing for Today’s e-Market
Saturday, February 25 at 2PM
Are you interested in e-writing, e-publishing and e-marketing?
Helen Gallagher, author and national speaker on publishing and
technology, will discuss ways to get published in today’s online
market.
FOR PARENTS & TEENS: COLLEGE MAJOR AND CAREER PLANNING
Tuesday, March 6 at 7PM
• What’s happening now in the workplace that will
impact your student. • Why early career planning is more
important for today’s students. • 4 steps for making great college
major and career decisions.
CRAFTING A SUCCESSFUL ETSY SHOP
Thursday, March 8 at 7PM
Interested in earning $$ for your handiwork? Find out how to
set up your own e-business with Etsy.
RESUME WRITING 101
Wednesday, March 21 7PM
This workshop will provide the tools and techniques to write a
resume that will leave an impression and win the interview.
INTRODUCTION TO FACEBOOK
Tuesday, March 27 1PM
Get an overview of the basic features of Facebook.

ADULT SERVICES: Patrons must register for programs unless otherwise noted. Avoid disappointment by registering in advance.
Regrettably, we must cancel events with fewer than the minimum number of registrants. Call Adult Services at 630-627-0316.

helenplum.org
February/March 2012

13

WWW.HELENPLUM.ORG

Youthrvices
Se
Helen Plum Library cards are required for registration or
tickets unless the event is designated as a drop-in event.

SPRING STORYTIMES
Registration begins
Saturday, March 3.
Phone-in registration begins
Sunday, March 4
Our popular storytime sessions begin the
week of March 26 and run through the
week of April 23. Space is limited and
some sessions fill quickly, so register early!
Children may register for one storytime
session only.

OH, BABY! STORYTIME
Birth-12 months, with a caregiver
Fridays at 9:30 or 10:30 AM
March 30 – April 27

LITTLEST STORYTIME
Birth to age 3, with a caregiver
Tuesdays from 10-10:30 AM
March 27 – April 24

CELEBRATE THE DAY
Drop-in crafts for all ages

NE’ DAY
VALENTINE’S
Monday, February 13
10 – 11: 30 AM

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Wednesday, March 14
10 – 11:30 AM

Who is your Valentine? Drop by the
Library and make a Valentine to share with
someone special. No registration needed.

Celebrate the luck of the Irish and join
us for some festive fun! You are sure to
find something green at this craft session.
No registration needed.

STORIES TO GROW ON

LUCKY STORYTIME

Drop-in family storytime

Drop-in family storytime

Monday Evenings
February 6 - February 20
March 26 - April 23
7 PM

Monday, March 12 or
Tuesday, March 13
10-10:30 AM

Thursday Mornings
February 2 - February 23
March 29 - April 26
9:30 AM
The Library is the place to be for our
popular family storytimes! Plan to come for
one session or join us each week, but don’t
miss the fun! Entrance is limited by room
capacity. No registration needed.

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME

Friday, March 2

SATURDAY
AY
STORIES

Ages 3-5, not yet in Kindergarten

Drop-in family storytimes
orytimes

Tuesdays from 10-10:30 AM
March 27 – April 24

Saturdays, February 11 & March 10
10 AM

Wednesdays from 10-10:30 AM
March 28 – April 25

Join us on the second Saturday of the
month for stories, songs and movement!
Entrance is limited by room capacity.
No registration needed.
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READ ACROSS AMERICA
Drop-in reading

Wednesdays from 10-10:30 AM
March 28 – April 25
Fridays from 10-10:30 AM
March 30 – April 27

What brings you good luck? Your favorite
pair of socks? A four-leaf clover? Your best
stuffed animal by your side? … or maybe
even a Plum Library storytime!
We will be sharing stories about some
lucky characters, so make it your Lucky
Day and join us! No registration needed.

Each year, the National
Education Association sponsors R
Readd
Across America, with the hope that “every
child in every community” will celebrate
reading on March 2, the birthday of Dr.
Seuss. This “day to celebrate reading”
was launched in 1997, and each year the
momentum has grown. We are joining
in the 2012 celebration and invite you
to stop by Plum Library and read a story
or two with your child. Participants will
receive a Seuss themed prize or sticker, so
be sure to stop by the Youth Services desk
and let us know you are participating in
the Read Across America celebration!
No registration needed.

The Pride
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WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA?
Grades K-1
Wednesdays, March 28 – April 25
4:15 PM
Registration begins Saturday, March 3
Children learn by doing! We will combine
stories, books, and hands-on activities to
promote early math, science, and literacy
skills. Sessions will run for 30-45 minutes.
Registration required.

SOON IT WILL BE
SPRING
Drop-in craft for all ages
Wednesday, March 7
10-11 AM
The weather outside is wintry, but we are
counting the days until spring! If you are
ready to “think spring” too, plan to join us
for this drop-in craft program.
No registration needed.

LEAP AWAY!
IT’S LEAP DAY!
Babies, toddlers, and preschoolers with a
caregiver
Wednesday, February 29
10 AM
Join us to make a paper bag frog, and share
a froggie story or two. We will use our
paper bag pollywogs for a lively game of
leap frog. Registration required.

FROGGIE FUN
AND GAMES
Drop-in activities for grades K-5
Wednesday, February 29
3:30 PM
It is time to leap, hop, and jump! Come
and play some frog table games, frog ball,
frog slingshot, frog bean bags and more.
No registration needed.

February/March 2012

THE SCIENCE
ALLIANCE
For families with
school age children
Friday, February 17
7 PM
Free tickets beginning Saturday, January 28
You will be amazed by Bill Bosworth and
his Close Encounters of the Chemical Kind
show. Experiments with color changes,
gooey gak, springy superballs and more
will leave you breathless! Bill demonstrates
how chemical reactions are used to create
everyday substances. Tickets required.

CHAUTAUQUA
EXPRESS PRESENTS
WORLD FAMILY FUN
For families with children of all ages
Friday, March 23
7 PM
Free tickets beginning Saturday, March 3
Guy Louis Sferlazza is bringing the joy
of music to Helen Plum Library! Guy
has been presenting hands-on musical
celebrations for 25 years. This family
show will celebrate community as Guy
demonstrates instruments from around
the world! Tickets Required.

MOVIE MANIA
MOVIES IN MARCH
M
Drop-in family movies
D
M
March 26, 29, and 30
22:30 PM
The dates and times are set, but we are
waiting for the March DVD release
schedule to select three movies to show
during spring break week. Check the
Youth Services page on our website in
March or stop by Youth Services and we
will let you know which movies made the
cut! No registration needed.

T ee nS
ACT 10 QUESTION
CHALLENGE
Wednesday, February 22, 7-8 PM
In this free workshop presented by
Kaplan, students will try 10 tough
ACT questions and learn 10 winning
strategies to help them succeed on
Test Day. You do not need a Library
Card to attend, but please register in
advance in Adult Services or call (630)
627-0316.

CATCHPHRASE GAME
AND PIZZA
Friday, March 9, 4PM
Try to guess the “Catch Phrase” before
the buzzer goes off ! Grab some free
pizza and drinks too. To register call
630-627-0316 - ask for Adult Services.

ACT PRACTICE TEST
Ages 13-19

Sunday, March 11, 1:30 PM
Wondering what the ACT Test will
be like? Find out by taking a free
ACT Practice test proctored by
Kaplan. Bring your own #2 pencils,
an approved calculator, and a healthy
snack. You can see if your calculator is
on the approved list by going to act.org.
You do not need a Library Card to
attend, but please register in advance
in Adult Services or call (630) 6270316.

THE HUNGER GAMES
Drop-in activities for Hunger Games
fans grade 6 and up.
Thursday, March 22, 4-5:30 PM
Are you ready for the Hunger Games
movie release in theaters? Celebrate
while you wait at Plum Library’s
pre-movie party! Bring a friend and
join us! No registration needed.
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Socialize With Us
Do You Docent?
The museums are looking for tour guides! They
are looking for people with three hours to spare per
month, an interest in history, a willingness to dress
in period clothing, and a friendly face. Minimum
age to be a tour guide is 18. Training will be provided. Interested? Please call (630) 629-1885.

Skype Training Results in Savings to Village of Lombard
Training for the Lombard Fire
Department sometimes means that the
companies are traveling back and forth
between stations. Thanks to an idea
brought to the department’s training
committee by Lt. Chuck Faivre, fire
companies are increasing their efficiency by saving time and fuel costs.
Faivre introduced the idea of using
Skype for classroom training. According to the company website, “Skype
is for doing things together, whenever
you’re apart.” “It just made sense to
me,” said Faivre. “It saves time, gas
and it keeps the companies in their area
to respond to calls if necessary.”
Faivre and the training team have
been testing the Skype training for
several months.
“It’s a different kind of training and
takes some getting used to,” commented Faivre, “both for the instructor and
those attending the training. As an instructor, you need to prepare and author
the training differently because of how
it’s being presented,” he added.
“The department is changing,”

Faivre said. “The firefighters are
younger people and video is first hand
for them. It’s my observation that they
are not afraid of the technology and
they see the change to Skype training
as no big deal,” he added.
Faivre has also considered the idea
with the Fire Department training team
to branch out and extend the Skype
training to other Fire Departments. “It
doesn’t matter where you are located,
the Skype training will accommodate
our neighboring departments in the
county,” Faivre pointed out. “We
would all be able to benefit in the long
run, especially if other departments
adopt this method of training.” To his
knowledge, Lombard is the only fire
department utilizing Skype training.
The training is intended for smaller
groups because of the technology,
Faivre explained, and is designed so
everyone is seen on camera, allowing instructors to get visual feedback.
“Actually, since the training has to be
thought out a bit more, we may be providing better training for our compa-

nies,” Faivre said.
“Skype has made me feel more engaged in the training,” said Josh Hays,
a Skype training participant from Fire
Station 2. “The smaller groups keep
you more focused and it’s better not to
have to leave my station,” he added.

Home Improvement?
Improve your home and improve our
neighborhoods!
The Village regularly asks for feedback regarding streamlining our home
improvement permit process. As a
result of this effort, a permit ‘help’ page
is available on the Village website. Go
to “How do I?” on the Village website
and click “Apply For Building Permit.”
This offers help on obtaining permits
for projects, along with other information a homeowner may ask. You may
also contact the Building Division at
(630) 620-5750 with
any questions.
Scan our QR
code with your smart
phone to go directly
to the website.

